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“Vanishing Shinto Temporalities 
in Underpopulated Areas”

“Remote Ritual: Shinto Practice and 
Technology in a Pandemic World”

Workshop:

Rethinking Contemporary Shinto

Kaitlyn Ugoretz is an Assistant Professor and the Associate Editor of the
Japanese Journal of Religious Studies at the Nanzan Institute for Religion and
Culture. She is an anthropologist of religion researching the globalization of
Shinto through digital media and popular culture. Ugoretz is also the host of
the award-winning educational YouTube channel “Eat Pray Anime.”

Ben Grafstrom is a PhD research fellow at the University of Oslo. For his
thesis research, he is examining the effects that mass depopulation in
rural Japan is having on the ways residents interact with their local folk
religious festivals. He is part of the “Religious Festivals in Asia: Power,
Aspirations, and Play” research group.
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