Chapter Four

Okawa Shiimei: “Various Problems
of Asia in Revival,” 1922

Christopher W. A. Szpilman

Okawa Shimei (on Okawa in general, see Otsuka 1995; Szpilman 1998b;
Takeuchi 1969) was born in 1886 in Sakata, Yamagata Prefecture, the son of
a physician. He attended the Fifth Higher School in Kumamoto, after which
he went on to study Indian philosophy with the famous scholar of Bud-
dhism, Anesaki Masaharu (1873-1949), at the Faculty of Literature, Tokyo
Imperial University. There he also attended lectures by the art historian and
pan-Asianist thinker, Okakura Tenshin (see 1.7 and I:8). Although Okakura’s
Pan-Asianism must have influenced him, both in Fukko Ajia no Shomon-
dai and in his postwar autobiography, Okawa traces the awakening of his
Pan-Asianism to his chance discovery of Sir Henry Cotton’s (1845-1915)
New India (originally published in 1889): the book transformed him “from
a complete cosmopolitan into an Asianist” (Okawa 1961: 804). By 1915
Okawa was involved in assisting Indian independence fighters taking refuge
in Japan, One of them was Rash Behari Bose (see 1:24), who introduced him
to Mitsukawa Kametard (1888--1936), the founder of the Rosokai (Old and
Young Association), a study group with a vaguely renovationist orientation.
In 1919 Okawa and Mitsukawa, dissatisfied with the unfocused nature of the
Rosokai, founded the explicitly pan-Asian Yiizonsha (Society of Those Who
Yet Remain; see I1:2).

After the Yiizonsha disintegrated in 1923 as the result of a personality
Gllash between Okawa and Kita, in 1925 Okawa founded the relatively long-
i}Ved Kochisha (Society for Action on Earth) and wrote regular contributions
for that body’s monthly publication, Nihon (Japan). Nihon continued to be
Plli:ilished until 1932,

. Okawa’s activities in the right-wing (reformist) movement were helped by
> e fact that, in 1919, he obtained a well-paid job at the prestigious Research
Nstitute (Chosabu) of the South Manchurian Railway Company (Minami
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Manshii Tetsudd Kabushiki Kaisha), which gathered and analyzed politicy)
and economic information on Asia (Kobayashi 2005). He was so good at hjg
job that by 1927 he had been promoted to the head of the by now independen,
institute. In addition to doing research, Okawa was also a teacher. In 1921 |
became a professor at Takushoku University (Colonial University—briefly
known at that time as Toyo Kyokai Daigaku, or Oriental Association Unj-
versity)—and also taught concurrently at the Shakai Kydiku Kenkyiijo (In-
stitute of Social Education, known subsequently as the Daigakury0, or Great
Learning Dormitory), located within the grounds of the Imperial Palace and
patronized by notables such as Viscount Makino Nobuaki (1861-1949), Ad-
miral Baron Yashiro Rokurd (1860-1930), and Colonel (later General Baron)
Araki Sadao (1877-1966).

In 1926, Okawa’s academic career received official recognition when he
was granted the degree of doctor of philosophy by the faculty of law at his
alma mater for a dissertation on the history of European chartered colonial
companies. In addition to scholarly monographs, he also wrote prolifically for
a popular audience, publishing throughout the 1920s an impressive number
of relatively high-selling volumes such as Shikyd Genri Kowa (Lectures on
the Principles of Religion, 1921), Nihon Bunmeishi (A History of Japanese
Civilization, 1921), Nikon oyobi Nihonjin no Michi (The Way of Japan and
the Japanese, 1926), and Kokushi Gairon (An Outline of the National His-
tory, 1929).

Neither his academic career nor his writing prevented Okawa from taking
part in various political conspiracies and terrorist acts against the govern-
ment, In 1932 he was arrested on charges of aiding and abetting the assas-
sination of Prime Minister Inukai Tsuyoshi and sentenced to fifteen years in
prison. After various amnesties, Okawa spent only sixteen months behind
bars, and his criminal record caused no damage to his social standing. When
he was released from prison in 1937, he was appointed dean of the newly
established Faculty of Colonial Studies at Hosei University. His books were
now more popular than ever, and Nihon 2600 Nenshi (A History of Japan
over 2600 Years, 1939) became a runaway best-seller. He continued to write
and publish throughout the Pacific War, extolling the traditional virtues of
Japan and lambasting the evils of Western civilization, Britain, and America.

After Japan’s defeat in 1945, Okawa was arrested as a class A war criminal
but was not tried by the Tokyd War Crimes Tribunal. Because of his erratic
behavior, he was placed under medical observation and eventually released
on grounds of mental incompetence. He spent the rest of his life in relative
seclusion, passing the time by translating the Koran into Japanese (1949) and
working on his autobiography, Anraku no Mon (The Gate to Serenity), He
died in 1957.
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Olawa Shiimei 71

gh Okawa published on a wide range of topics that included Japanese
tory, philosophy, and religion, Pan-Asianism was a constant
" ot throughout his entire adult life. Although Fukkd Ajia no Shomondai,
'"ILTIT o )pe;u-c(l in 1922, was the first book inspired by his Pan-Asianism,
e ‘\t:um. on to publish several other books and articles on the subject,

Fukka Ajia no Shomondai must be read in the context of World War 1

| the revolutionary upheavals that followed in its wake. While in Europe
a"\{wad Spengler and other pessimists may have despaired over the collapse
:;);W:cslcm civilization in the aftermath of the war, Okawa and his associates
in the yiizonsha welcomed the West's decline. Like his t_:umradc. Mitsukawa
Kametard in his Ubawaretaru Ajia (Stolen Asia, 1921), Okawa saw Europe’s
rall as a golden opportunity for Japan to pursue its “divine mission” to liber-
ate Asia. The success of such a mission would, he insisted, be contingent on
Japan’s ability to reform its political structures. This insistence on the pri-
macy of domestic reform was a salient characteristic of radical Pan-Asianism
in Japan as advocated by Okawa, Mitsukawa Kametard, and Kita Ikki (see
[:27). For, without comprehensive reforms at home, Okawa and other pan-
Asian radicals reasoned, Japan’s challenge to the Western powers and the
liberation of Asia were doomed to failure. Given the urgent necessity of such
reform, Fukké Ajia’s aim was to inform the Japanese public of the move-
ments stirring throughout the length and breadth of Asia—India, Turkey,
Central Asia, and so on—against white oppression and to demonstrate, first,
that a golden opportunity for Japan on the Asian continent might be lost un-
less decisive reforms were introduced at home and, second, that the policy
of the Japanese government in cooperating with the Anglo-Saxon powers at
Versailles and Washington was mistaken.

Okawa, like other radicals, rejected Wilsonianism and despised the Ver-
sailles-Washington treaty system. He dismissed Wilson’s “human way,”
“freedom,” and “national self-determination” as hypocritical “slogans” made
up by Anglo-Saxon imperialists to gain Asian support during the war (Okawa
1993: 164), and he condemned the League of Nations as a tool that the United
States, Britain, and France had conjured up as a device to preserve the status
quo (Okawa 1993: 40).

While deploring what he (and other radicals) regarded as the dilatoriness
of the Japanese government in implementing the necessary reforms and as-
sisting the various Asian independence movements, Okawa cast an admiring
10_0k at Bolshevik Russia, where Bolshevism provided the “greatest external
St.lmulus to Asian revival” (Okawa 1993: 164). Okawa viewed the Bolshe-
viks as Japan’s allies, a sympathy that had its origins in his own brand of
Pan-Asianism. It was in J apan’s interests to destroy the status quo—and the
Bolsheviks, ever since they came to power, had been doing just that.
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The Bolsheviks had been doing what the Japanese government shoulq
have been doing but had signally failed to do: assisting independence moy,,_
ments throughout Asia. In some quarters in Japan, the rise of Bolshevism hag
inspired fears that the revolution would spread to Japan. Okawa dismisgey
this fear. There was, as he saw it, no communist threat to Japan becayge
Bolshevism—a phenomenon that had arisen in the West to address uniquely
Western problems—was of no relevance to Japan or the rest of Asia, regiong
that were (in his view) historically completely different from the West. Th,
Bolsheviks were the product of the West’s own pathology, a speciﬁcally
Western disease to which Japan, because of its own unique political and gq.
cial structure, was impervious.

Okawa’s positive assessment of the Bolsheviks was related to the re.
markable breadth of his pan-Asian vision. In contrast to most earlier wel]|-
known Japanese advocates of Pan-Asianism, Okawa included in “his” Asgiy
western Asia and even [slamic areas outside Asia, such as Egypt and parts
of the Balkan Peninsula. This inclusion of western Asia forms a deﬁning
feature of Okawa’s Pan-Asianism. In this Okawa was probably inspired by
Mitsukawa’s Ubawaretaru Ajia, which he praised enthusiastically in the
introduction to Fukko Ajia (Okawa 1993: 20) and which largely covers the
same geographical areas as Okawa’s book. But Okawa’s brilliant style en-
sured that Fukko Ajia no Shomondai, unlike Mitsukawa’s book, was widely
read. Okawa, whose pan-Asian ideas were influenced by Okakura Tenshin,
Indian exile Rash Behari Bose, Paul Richard, Kita, and Mitsukawa, not only
influenced in turn a number of Japanese pan-Asianists whom he took under
his wing (e.g., Kasagi Yoshiaki) but also, thanks to his outstanding writing
talents (where his real importance as a pan-Asianist lies), exerted a powerful
influence on the Japanese public whose perceptions of Asia and Japan’s mis-
sion in Asia were formed largely under the impact of his best-selling books.

Source (translation from the Japanese original by Christopher W, A, Szpil-
man)

Okawa Shiimei, Fukka Ajia no Shomondai. Chiid Koronsha, 1993 (origi-
nally published in 1922 by Daitokaku), 23-26.

The Asian peoples (minzoku) must first of all obtain freedom. The Asia
that obtains freedom must be completely and strongly unified. For some time
to come, the most important problem that Asia will in fact confront is how
to obtain its freedom and how to realize its unification. Today’s Asia is Eu-
rope’s slave. What problems can a slave have? What ideals can a slave hold?
A slave is nothing but a machine made of flesh that obeys his or her master’s
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- hes and works for his master’s profit. That is why, in their true sense, the

w[bh:’;ms of Asia will only begin when Asia obtains its freedom.
mi‘;ﬂ must rise as one and, first of all, throw off its enslavement. Asia
;1(,[ always lain prostrate before Europe. Some Asian peoples possessed
hdrandid cultures at a time when the English and the Germans were barbar-
w: eking out a living as hunters on the [European] plains. Some Asians
hin“, sailing the treacherous routes between the islands of the southern seas
::[L;; time when the Europeans were still hemmed within the narrow confines
of Western Europe, Other Asian peoples trekked through the northern wastes
0 create a wonderful state in a land of extreme cold that had been considered
unfit for human habitation. Heroes rising from amidst their ranks advanced
out of Central Asia into Europe. They founded a state on the coast of the
Black Sea and frequently crossed the Danube to threaten Eastern Europe.

Some Asians, moving with lightning speed, invaded Italy where, as a
scourge of God, they made Western Europeans tremble in fear.

They demonstrated not only extraordinary powers of external expansion;
internally, they also administered their home states through their unique po-
litical structures. They erected great walls and constructed vast canals that are
without parallel anywhere in the world. They used the magnet earlier than the
Europeans, invented the art of printing, and invented gunpowder and the gun.
They created lofty literature, profound philosophy, and noble morality. More-
over, the great religions that exercise power over the minds of the peoples of the
world all arose in Asia. That is why the Asians, whether seen fiom the point of
view of their character as it manifests itself in history or from the perspective
of their contributions to world culture, are in no way inferior to the Europeans.

But 300 years of military victories have given the Europeans self-con-
fidence and pride, while 300 years of defeats have made the Yellow Men
desperate and subservient.

The Russo-Japanese War, however, was a tocsin that sounded the self-
awareness of Asia. Japan’s victory in the Russo-Japanese War, moreover,
marked the beginning of a new stage in world history. Our victory delivered
the first blow to the people of the West who, for the previous 400 years, had
never been defeated by a people of color. This was in fact the first stumble
in their long victory march, At the same time the Asian peoples, who racially
are the same as us, suddenly began to become self-aware. And not only the
Asian peoples, but among every people suffering under the yoke of the West-
CIn powers resistance to them increased. For all the other Asian countries, it
Sumpassed their wildest dreams that a small country of yellow people in the
Far East (kyokuta) had stood up to and decisively defeated a state 60 times
as large in area and three times as large in population, whose military power
Was feared by the entire world, Moreover, we made it possible for everyone
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to see what everyone had considered impossible. And this gave them the hope
that “we too can do it.”

Inevitably, this hope has manifested itself as an independence movemen;
among the enslaved nations of Asia and as a state reform movement among
those nations that nominally maintain their independence. It is not at g
strange that Europe wants to suppress the independence of the nations that i
has enslaved. The rise of the Asian peoples is the last thing Europe wanteq,
The history of the first twenty years of the twentieth century makes it abuy.
dantly clear that the European powers do not want a revival of Asia; that they
do not want the introduction of a parliamentary system or the establishment of
accountable governments in Asia. And why not? No sooner had the [Young]
Turkish revolution [1908] succeeded and the old, exhausted state was replaced
by a new, vibrant one than they did all they could to prevent [the Ottoman’s
Empire] development and, by means of the Italian-Turkish [1911-1912] and
the Balkan wars [1912-1913], weakened its national power. Again, as the
constitutional politics of Persia stood in the way of the ambitions of Russia and
Britain, who wanted to partition the country into two, Persia’s parliament was
overthrown by foreign troops in an extremely brutal fashion.

When the Chinese revolutionaries, having adopted a new five-colored na-
tional flag [in 1912] to symbolize the fusion of the five races (gozoku taitsu)
of China [Chinese, Manchurians, Mongolians, Tibetans, and the Muslim
Hui people], took steps to realize this ideal, Britain and Russia, which had
occupied Inner Mongolia and wanted to gain control over China, were natu-
rally unhappy about the Chinese revolutionaries’ successes. Most sadly and
shametully, however, Japan, which should be acting as the leader of an Asian
revival, became an instrument of British diplomacy. It helped ensure the suc-
cess of Britain’s divide-and-rule policy and spread the seeds of factional strife
throughout China, causing an estrangement between Japan and China.

Thus even in recent times, the future of Asia has remained dark. Although
there were faint stirrings of the Asian spirit demanding freedom and unity,
aptly summed up in the phrase “Asia for the Asians,” and desiring that they
become the new ideals for Asia, developments on the international stage cast
doubts on when these ideals would be realized.

Europe was still confident of its “holy mission” as ruler of the world and
maintained its domination over Asia. Thus, the so-called “Asian question” in
international relations boiled down to the question of exactly how the Euro-
pean powers would place Asia on the chopping board of their selfish interests,
how they would cook it and how they would divide it up among themselves.

At this stage in the world-historical process the larger significance of the
Russo-Japanese War [1904-1905] had not yet become clear. This was in fact
clarified by the World War [that followed].
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Chapter Five

Sun Yat-sen: “Pan-Asianism,” 1924

Roger H. Brown

Born to commoner parents in Canton (Guangzhou or Guangdong) near
Macau, Sun Yat-sen (Sun Zhongshan, in Japan referred to as Son Byn,
1866-1925) received a Christian education in Hawaii and studied me.dlc.me
in Hong Kong. In 1894, Sun established his first revolutionary organization
in Hawaii and succeeded in attracting enough overseas support that agents of
the Qing (Ch’ing) court considered him worthy of their attention and seiz§d
him in London in 1896. Saved from deportation and likely execution by Brit-
ish intervention, he emerged with his revolutionary credentials bolstered and
became the most well-known expatriate opponent of Manchu rule, By 1905,
Sun had taken up residence in Japan, and when the Qing dynasty collapsed
in 1912, it appeared he might soon lead a new republican China based on
his Three Principles of the People: nationalism, democracy, and the people’s
livelihood. However, although briefly proclaimed president in 1911, Sun was
forced to give way to the powerful military leader Yuan Shikai (Yuan Shih-
k’ai, 1859-1916) and, by 1913, was once again exiled in Japan,

Yuan’s death in 1916 made possible Sun’s return to China, where he
began working to strengthen his Nationalist Party (Guomindang [GMD], or
K.uominlungL In 1923, frustrated by his inability to complete the revolution
in a country fractured by petty military rulers and disillusioned with the lack
of progress in improving China’s standing with the imperialist powers, Sun
turned to the newly established Soviet Union for material assistance, While
ot a Marxist, he sought to take advantage of Soviet support in order to ad-
dress the organizational weaknesses of the GMD. Moreover, the rejection by
Soviet leaders of tsarist claims on China resonated with Sun’s increasingly
anti-imperialist nationalism. Sun thus in 1923 arranged a marriage of con-
Venience between the GMD and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) that
Would last until his successor, Chiang Kai-shek, broke violently with the CCP
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on the cusp of establishing the Nationalist regime in 1927, Despite this frac.
turing of the alliance and the onset of endemic civil war between the GMp
and CCP, both parties, as well as the Japanese-backed regime of Wang Jing.
wei (Wang Ching-wei, 1883—1944; see 11:23), shared in using the memory of
Sun to legitimize their respective claims to govern China,

Some Japanese also utilized Sun’s memory and his ideas to articulate pay,.
Asian objectives, an endeavor facilitated by Sun’s own Pan-Asianism gapng
by his long-standing ties in Japan. Throughout the first two decades of the
twentieth century, Sun received support from Japanese of divergent politicy
ideologies, including the progressive Miyazaki Torazoé (Toten, 1877-1922;
see 1:11), the Genydsha leader Toyama Mitsuru (1855-1944; see 1:3), anqg
the party politician Inukai Tsuyoshi (1855-1932)—men who, despite thej;
differences, incorporated pan-Asian elements into their respective agendag
for Japan and its role in Asia (see Jansen 1954). Sun’s enduring relations with
these men were facilitated by the larger context of Western imperialism, re.
sentment of white racism, and mutual belief in a revival of Asian civilizatioq,
However, any possibility of Sino—Japanese cooperation faded before Japan’s
own imperialist ambitions. Indeed, just as Sun defined Asian civilization and
any renaissance thereof in Sinocentric terms and in line with his understand-
ing of Chinese national interests, many J apanese took for granted the funda-
mental justness of their own empire and manifest destiny to lead Asia. The
ultimate expression of this conceit came in the 1930s when Japanese used
Pan-Asianism, including some of the same ideals articulated by Sun, in an
effort to convince Chinese and other Asians to assume their proper position
beneath the roof of an expanded Japanese Empire.

Nevertheless, in 1924 a mix of idealism and strategic considerations com-
pelled Sun to continue to hope for accommodation between China and J apan
in order to resist what he viewed as the larger threat of Western imperialism.
Having recently brokered the GMD-CCP alliance and increasingly resentful
of Western, particularly British, imperialism, he sought to convince Japanese
to turn away from their imperialist ways and pave a path toward Sino-Japa-
nese amity.

Leaving in his wake the intense hostility of the foreign community in Can-
ton and Shanghai, Sun received the welcome of an honored guest in Japan
and, on 28 November 1924, appeared before an audience at Kobe Prefectural
Girls School to give one of his most famous addresses. Speaking in Chinese
with a Japanese translation, Sun took as his subject Pan-Asianism (Da Yaxi-
Yyazhuyi, literally Greater Asianism) and restated his fundamental belief in the
superiority of Asian culture and civilization, which he defined in Sinocentric
terms based on the Confucian dualism of the Kingly Way (Chinese: wangdao;
Japanese: 6d6), or rule through benevolence, and the Despotic Way (Chinese:
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. Japanese: hada), or rule through force. Determining the relative virtue
’"”M:):.[ .n nations based on their attitude toward China, he characterized
of ¥ L:,;.eq as products of a derivative, materialistic civilization epitomiz-
‘“"‘“_: r (ljlljl7llgll force. In a manner clearly reflecting Sun’s understanding of
i"g,tl,l=i pational interest, he thereby designated British imperialism in Asia
(__'hm(i ;] Hlifying Western despotism and portrayed the Soviet Union’s renun-
e C.x:: (if imperialist treaty rights as evidence of governance reminiscent of
“‘":I: benevolence. Turning to Japan, Sun praised his hosts for having mas-
:::i d Western material power while continuing to bear the- virtues of Asi?m
civilization and for having thrilled Asians with their 1905 victory over tsarist
Russia and thereby demonstrated the possibilities of Asian revival; hovyever,
in his famous closing line, Sun challenged Japanese to resist the temptation of
the West’s Despotic Way and to embrace the East’s Kingly Way.

Indeed, Sun’s idealization of the Kingly Way was so central to his dis-
course on Pan-Asianism that a contemporary English translation of his lec-
ture by Sun’s secretary and interpreter Tai T’ien-ch’ou took as its title “The
Kingly Way” rather than “Pan-Asianism.” The speech exemplifies the blend
of idealism and opportunism often found in commendation of the Kingly
Way in particular and of pan-Asian ideals in general. For while the sincerity
of Sun’s Pan-Asianism is generally accepted, his casting of the Bolsheviks
as converts to Confucian benevolence and of Japanese as bulwarks against
white imperialism—not to mention his omission of Japanese imperialism in
China—dovetailed obviously with his geopolitical conception of the Chinese
national interest as it stood in 1924

The later irony of Sun’s reliance on such terminology is likewise clear:
within a decade of his death Japanese ideologues were presenting the Kingly
Way as exemplifying the Asian political values that might serve as the philo-
sophical foundation of the new state of Manchukuo (Duara 2003; Komagome
1994) and, moreover, as the principles by which to guide a larger reordering
of international relations in East Asia. As the 1930s progressed, Japanese
officials and intellectuals used pan-Asian rhetoric to legitimize an “Asian
Monroe Doctrine,” a “holy war” against the GMD and CCP, and a “New
0}'{231--' for East Asia. In short, rather than an Asian revival in line with Sun’s
{imuuenlrism, Japanese offered a Japan-centered Asia liberated from Western
Mperialism and placed under the “benevolent rule” of the Imperial Way.
This history, remembered with stark emphasis on Japanese opportunism, has
d‘f“Scled sustained attention from Sun’s Pan-Asianism and from the appeal
of Pan-Asian ideas among Chinese in the years prior to the 1930s.

The following translation of Sun’s Kobe address appears in a compilation
of hiS_ Speeches and statements published in Shanghai in 1941. The book in
duestion, titled China and Japan: Natural Friends—Unnatural Enemies,
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also includes a foreword and epilogue by Wang Jingwei and an appendey
pamphlet by General Itagaki Seishird (1885-1948). Appatently translateq
by T’ang Leang-Li (1901-1970), an associate of Wang and compiler of the
volume, the document largely accords with the postwar Japanese translatioy,
by historian Itd Teruo of a Chinese version found in Sun’s collected Writillgs
(Son Bun 1974). The speech received wide coverage in Japan at the time
with reactions ranging from affirmation of Sun’s indictment of white impcri:
alism to criticism of his simplistic characterization of the materialistic Weg
and spiritual East (see Chen and Yasui 1989). Although some newspapey
articles covering the speech famously redacted Sun’s closing challenge ¢
Japan, the passage appears in the following version.

Source (English in the original)
Sun Yat-sen (1941), “Pan-Asianism.” China and Japan: Natural Friends—
Unnatural Enemies, Shanghai: China United Press, 141-51.

GENTLEMEN:—I highly appreciate this cordial reception with which yoy
are honouring me to-day. The topic of the day is “Pan-Asianism” (Dai Aji-
ashugi), but before we touch upon the subject, we must first have a clear con-
ception of Asia’s place in the world. Asia, in my opinion, is the cradle of the
world’s oldest civilization. Several thousand years ago, its peoples had already
attained an advanced civilization; even the ancient civilizations of the West,
of Greece and Rome, had their origins on Asiatic soil. In Ancient Asia we had
a philosophic, religious, logical and industrial civilization. The origins of the
various civilizations of the modern world can be traced back to Asia’s ancient
civilization. It is only during the last few centuries that the countries and races
of Asia have gradually degenerated and become weak, while the European
countries have gradually developed their resources and become powerful.
After the latter had fully developed their strength, they turned their attention
to, and penetrated into, East Asia, where they either destroyed or pressed hard
upon each and every one of the Asiatic nations, so that thirty years ago there
existed, so to speak, no independent country in the whole of Asia. With this,
we may say, the low water mark had been reached.

When Asia reached this point, the tide started to turn, and the turn meant
the regeneration of Asia. It started thirty years ago when Japan abolished all
the Unequal Treaties that she had entered into with the foreign countries. The
day when the Unequal Treaties were abolished by Japan was a day of regen-
eration for all Asiatic peoples. After the abolition of her Unequal Treaties,
Japan became the first independent country in Asia. The remaining countries,
such as China, India, Persia, Afghanistan, Arabia, and Turkey were not inde-
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ent, that is to say, they were still dominated, and treated as colonies, by
[urope- Thirty years ago, .la.pan wng_ulso a caf}uny of the European countries.
gut the Japanese were ia?umghteli Ihey reallz.ed that the 01115_{‘way' to power

o o struggle with the Europeans and to abolish all Unequal Treaties, which
- did, thus turning Japan into an independent country. Since Japan has
hecome an independent country in East Asia, the various nations in this part

 the world have been buoyed up with a new hope. They realized that since
. as been able to achieve her independence through the abolition of the
Unequal Treaties, (hey'coul-:l do .lhe same. So once 'figain. they have mustered
courage 1o conduct their various mt.l(:]?cndcm activities with the hope of shak-
ing off the yoke of European restriction and domination and regaining their
own rightful position in Asia, This has been the prevailing thought in Asia
during the past thirty years, which indeed gives ground for optimism.

Thirty years ago the idea was different. Men thought and believed that Eu-
ropean civilization was a progressive one—in science, industry, manufacture,
and armament—and that Asia had nothing to compare with it. Consequently,
they assumed that Asia could never resist Europe, that European oppression
could never be shaken off. Such was the idea prevailing thirty years ago.
It was a pessimistic idea. Even after Japan abolished the Unequal Treaties
and attained the status of an independent country, Asia, with the excep-
tion of a few countries situated near Japan, was little influenced. Ten years
later, however, the Russo-Japanese war broke out and Russia was defeated
by Japan. For the first time in the history of the last several hundred years,
an Asiatic country has defeated a European Power. The effect of this vic-
tory immediately spread over the whole of Asia, and gave a new hope to all
Asiatic peoples. In the year of the outbreak of the Russo-Japanese war [ was
in Europe. One day news came that Admiral Togo had defeated the Russian
navy, annihilating in the Japan Sea the fleet newly dispatched from Europe to
Vladivostok. The population of the whole continent was taken aback. Britain
was Japan’s Ally, yet most of the British people were painfully surprised, for
in their eyes Japan’s victory over Russia was certainly not a blessing for the
White peoples. “Blood,” after all, “is thicker than water.” Later on [ sailed for
Asia. When the steamer passed the Suez Canal a number of natives came to
Sce me. All of them wore smiling faces, and asked me whether 1 was a Japa-
nese. I replied that I was a Chinese, and inquired what was in their minds, and
why they were so happy. They said they had just heard the news that Japan
had completely destroyed the Russian fleet recently dispatched from Europe,
and were wondering how true the story was. Some of them, living on both
banks of the Canal had witnessed Russian hospital ships, with wounded on
board, passing through the Canal from time to time. That was surely a proof
of the Russian defeat, they added.
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In former days, the coloured races in Asia, suffering from the oppressioy, of
the Western peoples, thought that emancipation was impossible. We regardeg
that Russian defeat by Japan as the defeat of the West by the East. We .
garded the Japanese victory as our own victory. It was indeed a happy evey
Did not therefore this news of Russia’s defeat by Japan affect the peoples op
the whole of Asia? Was not its effect tremendous? While it may not haye
seemed so important and consequently have had only a slight effect on th
peoples living in East Asia, it had a great effect on the peoples living in Wegy
Asia and in the neighborhood of Europe who were in constant touch with By,
ropeans and subject to their oppression daily. The suffering of these Asiatic
peoples was naturally greater than that of those living in the further East, anq
they were therefore more quick to respond to the news of this great victory.

Since the day of Japan’s victory over Russia, the peoples of Asia have
cherished the hope of shaking off the yoke of European oppression, a hope
which has given rise to a series or independence movements—in Egypt,
Persia, Turkey, Afghanistan, and finally in India. Therefore, Japan’s defeat
of Russia gave rise to a great hope for the independence of Asia. From the
inception of this hope to the present day only 20 years have elapsed. The
Egyptian, Turkish, Persian, Afghan, and Arabian independence movements
have already materialized, and even the independence movement in India has,
with the passage of time, been gaining ground. Such facts are concrete proofs
of the progress of the nationalist idea in Asia. Until this idea reaches its full
maturity, no unification or independence movement of the Asiatic peoples
as a whole is possible. In East Asia, China and Japan are the two greatest
peoples. China and Japan are the driving force of this nationalist movement.
What will be the consequences of this driving force still remains to be seen.
The present tide of events seems to indicate that not only China and Japan
but all the peoples in East Asia will unite together to restore the former status
of Asia.

Such a tendency is clearly evident to the eyes of Europe and America. One
American scholar has written a book to discuss the rise of the coloured peo-
ples [reference to Lothrop Stoddard’s The Rising Tide of Color against White
World Supremacy, 1920], where he maintains that Japan’s defeat of Russia
amounts to a victory of the Yellow race over the White race, and that such a
tendency, if unchecked, will result in the unification of the entire Yellow race,
which will be a calamity for the White peoples, and ways and means should
therefore be devised to prevent it. Subsequently, he wrote another book in
which he described all emancipation movements as Revolts against Civiliza-
tion. In his view, emancipation movements in Europe should be regarded as
revolts against civilization; even more so should such emancipation move-
ments in Asia be regarded. Such views are common among the privileged
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_of people in both Europe and America. A minqrity. they oppress the
classes @ 1“‘ .ir own continent or country. Now they wish to extend their evil
m:l_ii’f'"y .m A;i“- with a view to suppressing the nine hundred million people
prncl"fe ll_“) d treating them as their slaves. This American scholar considers
“'_Mm',‘l.nin- of the Asiatic peoples as a revolt against civilization. Thus,
the ”Wa__mjl,:wi consider themselves as the only ones possessed and worthy
g Wmtunuré and civilization; other peoples with any culture or indepen-
are considered as Barbarians in revolt against Civilization. When
comparing Occidental with ()rl'em.a] civilization they only consider their own
ivilization logical and humanitarian.
L from the aspect of cultural development during the last several hundred
cars, the material civilization of Europe has reached its height while Oriental
sivilization has remained stagnant, Outwardly, Europe is superior to Asia.
pundamentally, European civilization during the last several hundred years
is one of scientific materialism. Such a civilization, when applied to society,
will mean the cult of force, with aeroplanes, bombs, and cannons as its out-
standing features. Recently, this cult of force has been repeatedly employed
by the Western peoples to oppress Asia, and as a consequence, there is no
progress in Asia. To oppress others with the cult of force, in the language of
the Ancients, is the rule of Might. Therefore, European civilization is nothing
but the rule of Might. The rule of Might has always been looked down upon
by the Orient. There is another kind of civilization superior to the rule of
Might. The fundamental characteristics of this civilization are benevolence,
justice and morality. This civilization makes people respect, not fear, it. Such
a civilization is, in the language of the Ancients, the rule of Right or the
Kingly Way. One may say, therefore, that Oriental civilization is one of the
rule of Right. Since the development of European materialistic civilization
and the cult of Might, the morality of the world has been on the decline. Even
in Asia, morality in several countries has degenerated. Of late, a number of
European and American scholars have begun to study Oriental civilization
and to realize that, while materially the Orient is far behind the Occident,
morally the Orient is superior to the Occident.

Which civilization, the rule of Might or the rule of Right, will prove to be
beneficial to justice and humanity, to nations and countries? You can give
your own answer to this question. I may cite an example here to illustrate the
point. For instance, between 500 and 2000 years ago, there was a period of a
thousand years when China was supreme in the world. Her status in the world
then was similar to that of Great Britain and America to-day. What was the
Situation of the weaker nations toward China then? They respected China as
their superior and sent annual tribute to China by their own will, regarding it
as an honour to be allowed to do so. They wanted, of their own free will, to
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be dependencies of China. Those countries which sent tribute to Ching Wete
not only situated in Asia but in distant Europe as well. But in what way di;
China maintain her prestige among so many small and weaker nationgy Dig
she send her army or navy, i.e. use Might, to compel them to send theiy confyj.
butions? Not at all. It was not her rule of Might that forced the weaker Nationg
to send tribute to China. It was the influence of her rule of Right. Once they
were influenced by the “Kingly Way” of China they continued to send tribuge
not merely once or twice, but the practice was carried on from generatioy {(;
generation. This influence is felt even at the present moment; there are stil]
traces and evidences of it.

There are two small countries situated to the north of India, namely, Bhy.
tan and Nepal. These countries are small in size, but are inhabited by a brave
strong, and warlike people. During the present British rule of India, Brirail;
often went to Nepal in search of soldiers in order to rule the Indians, A great
deal of money by way of subsidies had to be spent before Britain was alloweq
to dispatch a political observer to Nepal. Even a great Power such as Great
Britain had to respect her; Nepal was, in fact, a great Power in Asia. But
what is the attitude of Nepal toward Great Britain during the past hundred
years? Over [a] hundred years ago India was conquered by Great Britain,
and during this period Nepal was able to live peacefully on the border of the
British colony. Although [a] hundred years have passed, Nepal has never sent
tribute to Great Britain. Great Britain, on the other hand, has to spend a large
sum by way of subsidies to Nepal. But what is the attitude of Nepal toward
China? The status of China has deteriorated to such an extent that it is now
inferior even to that of a British colony. Though far away from China Proper
and separated from her by Tibet, Nepal considered China as her suzerain
State and up to 1911 Nepal sent annual tribute to China via Tibet. In that
year, however, when the Nepal commissioners reached Szechuan and found
communications interrupted, they returned to their country. The differential
attitude of Nepal toward Great Britain and toward China is due to the differ-
ence between the Oriental and Occidental civilization. China has degenerated
during the last several hundred years, yet Nepal still respects her as a superior
State. Great Britain, on the other hand, is a powerful country, but Nepal has
been influenced by Chinese civilization, which, in her eyes, is the true civili-
zation, while that of Britain is nothing but the rule of Might.

Now, what is the problem that underlies Pan-Asianism, the Principle of
Greater Asia, which we are discussing here to-day? Briefly, it is a cultural
problem, a problem of comparison and conflict between the Oriental and
Occidental culture and civilization. Oriental civilization is the rule of Right;
Occidental civilization is the rule of Might. The rule of Right respects be-
nevolence and virtue, while the rule of Might only respects force and utili-
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The rule of Right always influences people with justice and reason,
rule of Might always oppresses people with brute force and military
‘ people who are influenced by justice and virtue will never forget
”'c‘.‘ -uperior State, even if that country has become weak. So Nepal even
i E'-l':lingly respects China as a superior State. People who are oppressed
nowt ‘.\:c never submit entirely to the oppressor State. The relations of Great
h}i, I:)i]n with Egypt and India form a typical example. Although under British
l,]lllet‘ Beypt and India have always entertained the thought of independence
I“d.qcparalion from Great Britain. If Great Britain becomes weaker some
EI|n hﬁgypi and India will overthrow British rule and regain their indepen-
:lii;c within five years. You should now realize which is the superior civili-
zation, the Oriental or the Occidental?

If we want to realize Pan-Asianism in this new world, what should be its
foundation if not our ancient civilization and culture? Benevolence and virtue
must be the foundations of Pan-Asianism. With this as a sound foundation
we must then learn science from Europe for our industrial development and
the improvement of our armaments, not, however, with a view to oppressing
or destroying other countries and peoples as the Europeans have done, but
purely for our self-defense.

Japan is the first nation in Asia to completely master the military civili-
zation of Europe. Japan’s military and naval forces are her own creation,
independent of BEuropean aid or assistance. Therefore, Japan is the only
completely independent country in East Asia. There is another country in
Asia who joined with Central Powers during the European War and was par-
titioned after her final defeat. After the war, however, she was not only able
to regain her territory, but to expel all Europeans from that territory. Thus she
attained her status of complete independence. This is Turkey. At present Asia
has only two independent countries, Japan in the East and Turkey in the West.
In other words, Japan and Turkey are the Eastern and Western barricades of
Asia. Now Persia, Afghanistan, and Arabia are also following the European
example in arming themselves, with the result that the Western peoples dare
not look down on them. China at present also possesses considerable arma-
ments, and when her unification is accomplished she too will become a great
Power. We advocate Pan-Asianism in order to restore the status of Asia. Only
by the unification of all the peoples in Asia on the foundation of benevolence
and virtue can they become strong and powerful.

But to rely on benevolence alone to influence the Buropeans in Asia to
relinquish the privileges they have acquired in China would be an impossible
dream, If we want to regain our rights we must resort to force. In the matter
of armaments, Japan has already accomplished her aims, while Turkey has
fecently also completely armed herself. The other Asiatic races, such as the
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peoples of Persia, Afghanistan, and Arabia are all war-like peoples. Chinga y,, as
a population of four hundred millions, and although she needs to moderniz,
her armament and other equipment, and her people are a peace-loving people,
yet when the destiny of their country is at stake the Chinese people will q[m
fight with courage and determination. Should all Asiatic peoples thus upig,
together and present a united front against the Occidentals, they will Win
the final victory. Compare the populations of Europe and Asia: China hag
population of four hundred millions, India three hundred and fifty m11110ns
Japan several scores of millions, totaling, together with other peoples, no less
than nine hundred millions. The population in Europe is somewhere aroupg
four hundred millions. For the four hundred millions to oppress the nine hup.
dred millions is an intolerable injustice, and in the long run the latter will be
defeated. What is more, among the four hundred millions some of them have
already been influenced by us. Judging from the present tendency of civiliza-
tion, even in Great Britain and America, there are people who advocate the
principles of benevolence and justice. Such an advocacy also exists in some
of the barbarian countries. Thus, we realize that the Western civilization of
utilitarianism is submitting to the influence of Oriental civilization of benevo-
lence and justice. That is to say the rule of Might gives way to the rule of
Right, presaging a bright future for world civilization.

At present there is a new country in Europe which has been looked down
upon and expelled from the Family of Nations by the White races of the
whole of Europe. Europeans consider it as a poisonous snake or some bru-
tal animal, and dare not approach it. Such a view is also shared by some
countries in Asia. This country is Russia. At present, Russia is attempting to
separate from the White peoples in Europe. Why? Because she insists on the
rule of Right and denounces the rule of Might. She advocates the principle of
benevolence and justice, and refuses to accept the principles of utilitarianism
and force. She maintains Right and opposes the oppression of the majority by
the minority. From this point of view, recent Russian civilization is similar
to that of our ancient civilization. Therefore, she joins with the Orient and
separates from the West. The new principles of Russia were considered as
intolerable by Europeans. They are afraid that these principles, when put into
effect, would overthrow their rule of Might. Therefore they do not accept
the Russian way, which is in accord with the principles of benevolence and
justice, but denounce it as contrary to world principles.

What problem does Pan-Asianism attempt to solve? The problem is how t0
terminate the sufferings of the Asiatic peoples and how to resist the aggres-
sion of the powerful European countries. In a word, Pan-Asianism represents
the cause of the oppressed Asiatic peoples. Oppressed peoples are found not
only in Asia, but in Europe as well. Those countries that practice the rule of

Might do not only
{hose within thei
the rule of Right,
American schola
civilization. Ther
those In revolt aj
seeking a civiliza
Japan to-day has
of Might, but ret
of Right. Now t
Western civilizat
ent. This is the cl



r-like peoples. Ching hag
she needs to modernj,,,
¢ a peace-loving People
“hinese people wilj als(;
iatic peoples thug Unie
identals, they wil Win
> and Asia: China hgg a
dred and fifty milliong,
th other peoples, no lesg
€ is somewhere arouny
0 oppress the nine hyy,.
ng run the latter wil]
ions some of them have
nt tendency of civiliza.
ople who advocate the
acy also exists in SOme
Western civilization of
civilization of benevo.-
ves way to the rule of

has been looked down
he White races of the
us snake or some bry-
s also shared by some
Russia is attempting to
ause she insists on the
ocates the principle of
ciples of utilitarianism
sion of the majority by
civilization is similar
s with the Orient and
1a were considered as
nciples, when put into
re they do not accept
s of benevolence and

[he problem is how to
v to resist the aggres-
1-Asianism represents
peoples are found not
at practice the rule of

Sun Yat-sen 85

Lot only oppress the weaker peopleg Olll.‘_;idt: their cominen.l, h}l! alsuh
Might df!l- their own continent. Pan-Asianism is based on the principle of
thos® W”h-”l sht, and justifies the avenging of the wrongs done to others. An
Je rule of f‘l;n];;r coﬁsidcrs all emancipation movements as revolts against

T hb"rherefore now we advocate the avenging of the wrong Liqzlc I'O‘
uivi]“"_am?i]‘ It against the civilization of the rule of Might, with the aim of
e 18 IL;T:,“ization of peace and equality and the emancipation of all races.
) |t1y ha-s become acquainted with the Western civilization of the rule

(l :
American
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.Iatlm'? tl(:l but retains the characteristics of the Oriental civilization of the rule
of Mi1ght,

‘oht. Now the question remains whether Japan will be the hawk of the
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o Rllbm civilization of the rule of Might, or the tower of strength of the Ori-
o] LW . X . . ) i
wr This is the choice which lies before the people of Japan.
ent.




“and duty in thej,
Yue Wumu are ¢,

hearts‘
llly the

Y name was Yyunot..
Fei. When Zhaul?ﬂ:‘t}&
\l a time when Zhag ]E-L%
Yu. But becayse Yu }1:(]
.l]c rejected the Pmpﬂszl;
me was Pengju, He per.
ad successively defeateq
d by the Tungus Jurchey,
sted him and falsely 5.
of death. At the momeng
four characters thay Were
edicated loyalty.”

heavenly nature, Today
ous hearts of Guanp and
fection. It is evidence of
er than the way of duty
ompleted in loyalty and

Chapter Seventeen

The Konoe Cabinet’s “Declaration of a
New Order in East Asia,” 1938

Roger H. Brown

puring the late 1930s, Japanese political and military leaders spoke increas-
ingly of constructing a “New Order” within Japan and throughout East Asia.
The key political figure in this development was the popular Prince Konoe
Fumimaro {(on Konoe’s early career, see 1:32), who assumed the position of
ptime minister for the first time in June 1937. Well-connected throughout
Japan’s governing circles, the prince received particularly staunch support at
this time from those members of the political elite who sought to implement
political and economic “renovation” (kakushin; cf. Itd 1978). Army officers
seeking to realize a “high-grade national defense state” (kddo kokubé kokka),
reformist bureaucrats out to enhance their administrative authority, and vari-
ous other advocates of comprehensive state control over the economy, poli-
tics, and society were convinced that Konoe was the one man who could help
realize their objectives. For his part, Konoe sympathized with the objectives
of renovating the domestic political order and enhancing Japan’s position in
East Asia, and the officials and intellectuals making up the premier’s “brain
trust,” the Showa Research Association, busied themselves providing him
with plans for a “New Order” that would promote political unity and national
mobilization at home and Japan’s pan-Asian destiny abroad (Berger 1977;
Crowley 1971; Fletcher 1982; 1t6 1983).

_Although the prince eventually oversaw the establishment of the Impe-
nal Rule Assistance Association (IRAA), the institution meant to serve as
the centerpicce of the “New Order,” during his second administration (July
1940--.}uly 1941), the path toward that accomplishment was both facilitated
and frustrated by the war with China that began in July 1937. On the one
Ea“d, the outbreak of the “China Incident” facilitated implementation of the
National Spiritual Mobilization Campaign™ in late 1937 and, over time, did
the same for the National General Mobilization Law passed in April 1938.
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On the other hand, the inability of Konoe to bring the war with Chiy, to
successful conclusion undermined his first cabinet, convinced him (g Eivetl a
on IRAA-centered political renovation during his second term and by, x:
his third administration to the brink of war with the United States, a 131'03;:; '_1
that resulted in his resigning the premiership in October 1941 (Berger l'«Jhu

The first Konoe cabinet relied heavily on pan-Asian thought to explaj, u,};
greater historical significance of Japan’s military campaign in China, 1]&'.%‘“
articulating a foreign policy that paralleled the domestic drive to create g "e\i
political structure. While these ideas had already proliferated in the carly
1930s, the Konoe government’s employment of them nonetheless markeq "
watershed in the official use of Pan-Asianism to legitimize Japanese military
actions and diplomatic policies. In the wake of the Manchurian Incideny of
1931, pan-Asian ideals had helped justify Japan’s growing dissatisfactioy,
with the international system established through agreements concluded y
conferences in Paris (1919) and Washington (1921-1922). When the capture
of the Nationalist capital of Nanjing (Nanking) in December 1937 failed 1o
force the regime of Chiang Kai-shek to sue for peace, the Konoe cabing
used pan-Asian ideals to legitimize a national mission to replace the “Anglo-
American”—dominated status quo with a Japan-led “New Order for East
Asia.” For the government and numerous ideologues, successful prosecution
of the “China Incident” henceforth became a “holy war” (seisen) to renovate
international relations in Asia.

The year 1938 thus saw the Konoe cabinet announce three policy initia-
tives that set the course of Japanese relations with China in the years leading
up to Pearl Harbor. In January, the cabinet declared the Chiang administra-
tion to be nothing more than a local regime and announced that “the Imperial
Government would no longer deal with the Nationalist Government.” Then,
in November and again in December, the government issued statements re-
defining the war in China as part of a greater struggle on the part of Japan
to create a “New Order” in East Asia. Henceforth, pan-Asian ideals served
to frame Japan’s war goals and foreign policy in relation to China (see, for
example, the 1939 radio address by Premier Hiranuma in 11:21), which was
called on, under either a new regime or a chastened Nationalist government,
to end its resistance and cooperate with Japan and Manchukuo in constructing
the “New Order,” resisting the spread of communism, and furthering regional
economic development. Meanwhile, Japan’s ongoing war with China, decla-
ration of a “New Order” for East Asia, and deepening ties with Germany and
Italy worsened relations with the United States and Great Britain. In August
1940, the second Konoe cabinet expanded the vision of a “New Order” in
East Asia to encompass a “Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere” (se¢

11:24) and, the following month, a formalized alliance with German and |

also
taly

The Konoe Ce

e ']‘ripanile Tres
T6j0 IIidek_i USC‘L": .Ihe
.‘(.'1“,1;1]11(\:11.16%11 into

The following sou
K onoe cabinet to leg
wwl'gics of the }flpant
the English version
chinchitsujo seimei) v
.hv.l‘ 1938, The secon
clislrilnncd by the D@
¢ on 3 Novemb

yia th

Kono
Lmdcrscoriug the nee

{he leader of Asia. T
22 December, is the
principlcs” for rc.ali;
«New Order” in Eas

Sources: The folloy
State, Papers relall
193]—-1941: Volum
Printing Office, 19
ment, November 3

By the august Vit
captured Canton an
China have thus fal
no longer except as
its anti-Japanese and
arms—never until t]

What Japan seek
the permanent stabi
present military car

This new order h
and co-ordination |
nomic, cultural anc
to perfect the joint
and realize a close
the way to contribt
of the world.

What Japan desi
bringing about this



the war with Ching |
onvinced him to gj 4
econd term ang b
Jnited States, g Prospe,
ber 1941 (Bergey |t‘)7?.u
n l'Ilwughl 1o explaiy, lh);
paign in China, lluc'.rcht
tic drive 1o create 5 ey
roliferated in (he ear|
n nonetheless Marke ,
imize Japanese Militgyy,
Manchurian Incidey, of
growing dissatisfactioy,
greements concluded 4
922). When the capture
ecember 1937 failed to
ace, the Konoe cabinet
1to replace the “Anglo-
“New Order for Eag
- successful prosecution
ar” (seisen) to renovate

Ve

nce three policy initia-
ina in the years leading
the Chiang administra-
nced that “the Imperial
st Government.” Then,
1t issued statements re-
le on the part of Japan
an-Asian ideals served
tion to China (see, for
1a in 1I:21), which was
lationalist government,
chukuo in constructing
and furthering regional
war with China, decla-
ties with Germany and
reat Britain. [n August
of a “New Order” in
erity Sphere” (see also
with German and Italy

The Konoe Cabinet’s “Declaration of a New Order in East Asia” 169

e Tripartite Treaty. From December 1941, the government of General
{ideki used the same pan-Asian rhetoric to legitimize expansion of the
[ncident” into the “Greater East Asia War.”
following sources exemplify the use of Pan-Asianism by the first
, cabinet to legitimize Japan’s invasion of China and to mobilize the
Konv(:?es' of the Japanese people in support of this war. The first document is
L""m}i'ﬂ:u;!isl1 version of the “Declaration of a New Order in East Asia” (T6a
I\.?Em-fzﬁ-*'“f” seimei) released by the Japanese I"'oreigp Ministl'y- on 2 Novemn-
i}cl' 1938. The second dt.)c-umcnl_. taken l"l:om an n‘{'ilczalnEnghsh lrﬁq&'tlailion
dislrihured by the Domer News Agency, is part of a radio address given by
Konoe on 3 November explaining his govcrnl.ncnt"s policy to the public and
underscoring the need for their full support in realizing Japan’s (%Crflilly as
(he leader of Asia. The third document, released by the Foreign Ministry on
22 December, is the official declaration of the Konoe government’s “three
principles” for realizing Sino-Japanese relations in line with the proposed
«New Order” in East Asia.

yia (
Tojo !
w(hina

The

Sources: The following three texts are reproduced in U.S, Department of
State, Papers relating to the foreign relations of the United States, Japan:
1931-1941: Volume I (1931-1941). Washington, DC: U.S. Government
Printing Office, 1931-1941, 477-81. Statement by the Japanese Govern-
ment, November 3, 1938.

By the august virtue of His Majesty, our naval and military forces have
captured Canton and the three cities of Wuhan; and all the vital areas of
China have thus fallen into our hands. The Kuomintang Government exists
no longer except as a mere local regime. However, so long as it persists in
its anti-Japanese and pro-communist policy our country will not lay down its
arms-—never until that régime is crushed.

What Japan seeks is the establishment of a new order which will insure
the permanent stability of East Asia. In this lies the ultimate purpose of our
present military campaign.

This new order has for its foundation a tripartite relationship of mutual aid
and co-ordination between Japan, Manchukuo and China in political, eco-
omic, cultural and other fields. Its object is to secure international justice,
10 perfect the joint defence against Communism, and to create a new culture
and realize a close economic cohesion throughout East Asia. This indeed is
the way to contribute toward the stabilization of East Asia and the progress
of the world.

.What Japan desires of China is that that country will share in the task of

Iinging about this new order in East Asia. She confidently expects that the
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people of China will fully comprehend her true intentions and that (he Wi
respond to the call of Japan for their cooperation, Even the pzll‘(icipalinn .
the Kuomintang Government would not be rejected, if, repudiating the !)oii:r
which has guided it in the past and remolding its personnel, so as to trang| g,
its rebirth into fact, it were to come forward to join in the establishmep, (:;
the new order.

Japan is confident that other Powers will on their part correctly apprecigy,
her aims and policy and adapt their attitude to the new conditions Prevaili,
in East Asia. For the cordiality hitherto manifested by the nations Which gy,
in sympathy with us, Japan wishes to express her profound gratitude.

The establishment of a new order in East Asia is in complete conformj
with the very spirit in which the Empire was founded; to achieve such 4 task
is the exalted responsibility with which our present generation is entrusied, |,
is, therefore, imperative to carry out all necessary internal reforms, and with g
full development of the aggregate national strength, material as well as moral,
fulfill at all costs this duty incumbent upon our nation. '

Such the Government declare to be immutable policy and determinatioy
of Japan.

RADIO SPEECH BY THE JAPANESE
PRIME MINISTER (PRINCE KONOYE)

It is my great pleasure, on this occasion of the birthday anniversary of the late
Emperor Meiji and once more remembering the high virtues of the Emperor,
to enunciate the views of the Government in connection with the establish-
ment of peace in the Far East the work of which has been bequeathed to us
from the late Emperor. Following closely on the heels of the fall of Canton,
Hankow, which forms the heart of the interior of China came under Japanese
control. . . . There is a well-known saying that ‘those who control the vital
areas of China control whole China.” The Chiang Kai-shek administration has
practically been reduced to a mere local regime. . . .

Japan holds the key to the disposal of China. However, what Japan sin-
cerely desires is the development and not the ruin of China. It is China’s co-
operation and not conquest that Japan sincerely desires. Japan desires to build
up a stabilized Far East by cooperating with the Chinese people who have
awakened to the need of self-determination as an Oriental race. No country
desires or understands as Japan does perfection of China as an independent
state and China’s racial aspiration and sentiment. History shows that Japad,
Manchukuo and China are so related to each other that they must bind them-
selves closely together in a common mission for the establishment of peac®
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e Far East by displaying their own individuality. It is a matter

| (ﬂ'dcr in th . . N . :
C t only for the sake of Japan but also for the sake of the Far

an ==

¢ deep regrels n.o : G o

for . that {he realization of this ideal between Japan and China was hampered
:m;i.w wrong policy pursued by the Nationalist Government. The keynote of
b :

icy |’nll'sucd by the National Government is very superficial because
- was ha'setl on the trends of the temporary reactionary period following the
i qtion of the World War. This policy was not based on the tradition
Tcrmil,l:;uilinu which are so characteristic of the Chinese nation. The National
nment did everything in order to maintain its power and did not care
for steady bolshevization and colonisation oi'(..‘h{nn. This is not in accordance
with the way pursued by China’s ‘/’.Cﬂhflll? patriots who have I’m}gl.lt at the sac-
rifice of their own lives for the cunrflruct:(m of a new China. This is the reason
why Japan which is so closely affiliated with China as one of the two greatest
I.iw'cg in the Orient has risen in arms to crush the Chiang Kai-shek administra-
ion although she does not want to have a tragedy of fighting with the brother
nation China. Japan sincerely desires that China will awake. Those who are
e future in China should rise up for the execution of the common

1|“: Ij{)l

uﬂd
Gove

jealous of th

‘mission of the Far East by pointing the Chinese people to their destined path

I
and guide the rejuvenated China. . . . The Chinese race which on many oc-

casions during its history extending over five thousand years lield a guiding
torch for the civilization of the world should leave behind it a history compat-
ible with the great deeds left by China’s forefathers by bringing a new light
1o the civilisation of the world and sharing with Japan in the mission for the
construction of a new Far East. If the National Government regains the origi-
nal spirit of the Chinese race, effects changes in the policy it has pursued and
the personnel and emerges as a new administration for the reconstruction of
China, Japan would not reject the participation of the National Government.
All countries of the world should have a clear recognition regarding the new
situation in the Far East. History shows clearly that peace and independence
in China have been frequently menaced as the result of the struggle for su-
premacy among foreign powers which was based on imperialistic ambitions.
Japan sees the necessity of effecting a fundamental revision in this situation
and desires to establish a new peace fabric in Far East on the basis of justice.
e If the Powers understand the real intentions of Japan and devise a policy
In accordance with the new situation in the Far East, Japan does not grudge
FO cooperate with them for peace in the Far East. The world knows that Japan
s earnestly determined to fight it out with communism. What the Comintern
Intends to do is bolshevisation of the Far East and disturbance of world peace.
Japan expects to suppress in a drastic manner the sources of the evils of
E:S1§11evisati0n and their subversive activities behind the so-called long-term

Istance of the Chiang Kai-shek administration. Fortunately, both Germany
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and ltaly which are our allies on the anti-Comintern front understapg n
intentions of Japan in the Far East and have extended their moral suppqy ilc
the current incident which has greatly encouraged the Japanese nation, |y lhin\
respect we extend our deep gratitude to these countries. The current i"-t‘itlcn:
had convinced us of the necessity of further tightening the bonds. Japg, is
determined also to cooperate in the reestablishment of world order guideg bk
a common view of the world. What the world at present needs badly ig the
establishment of peace on a fair balance of power. There is no denying g,
fact that various principles in the past have forced the maintenance of {h,
status quo marked by an unbalanced state. That the international treaty sycp
as the covenant of the League of Nations has lost its prestige is fundamentally
due to this irrationality. . . .

Japanese history shows that the vicissitudes of the country have always de.-
pended on the people’s self-consciousness about the national structure, Whey
we realize that the Imperial Throne is concerned about the establishment of
permanent peace in the Far Bast we subjects cannot but feel that our moraj
mission is indeed heavy. The Japanese people at this very juncture must face
their respective duties solemnly. They must also have a clear understanding
and should not err in their recognition about what kind of sacrifice and prepa-
ration is necessary for the construction of a new fabric on a moral basis in the
Far East. . . . Japan which is entrusted with the task of constructing a new Far
East has entered upon a new stage of creation in all fields of human life. In
this sense, the actual fighting has just started. In order to be a great nation we
must proceed with the perfection of various preparations for reconstruction
both at home and abroad with a firm faith and determination.

STATEMENT BY THE JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER
(PRINCE KONOYE), DECEMBER 22, 1938

The Japanese Government are resolved, as has been clearly set forth in their
two previous statements issued this year, to carry on the military operations
for the complete extermination of the anti-Japanese Kuomintang Govern-
ment. and at the same time to proceed with the work of establishing a new
order in East Asia together with those far-sighted Chinese who share in our
ideals and aspirations.

The spirit of renaissance is now sweeping over all parts of China
enthusiasm for reconstruction is mounting ever higher. The Japanese Gov-
ernment desire to make public their basic policy for adjusting the relations
between Japan and China, in order that their intentions may be thoroughly
understood both at home and abroad.

and
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China and Manchukuo will be united by the common aim of
ng the new order in Fast Asia and of realizing a relationship of

) I1hml"1y amity, common defence against Communism, and economic co-
nets jon. For that purpose it is necessary first of all that China should cast
parrow and prejudiced views belonging to the past and do away with
, folly of anti-Japanism, and resentment regarding Manchukuo. In other

'I,ds._ Japan frankly desires China to enter of her own will into complete

w,L:Imnalic relations with Manchukuo.
'1,““: existence of the Comintern influence in East Asia can not be toler-
d. Japan therefore considers it an essential condition of the adjustment of
gjno-Japanese relations that there should be concluded an anti-Comintern
qoreement between the two countries in consonance with the spirit of the anti-
Comintern Agreement between Japan, Germany and Italy. And in order to
ensure the full accomplishment of her purpose, Japan demands, in view of the
qctual circumstances prevailing in China, that Japanese troops be stationed,
as an anti-Communist measure, at specified points during the time the said
agreement i in force, and also that the Inner Mongolian region be designated
as a special anti-Communist area.

As regards economic relations between the two countries, Japan does
not intend to exercise economic monopoly in China, nor does she intend to
demand of China to limit the interests of those third Powers, who grasp the
meaning of the new East Asia and are willing to act accordingly. Japan only
seeks to render effective the co-operation and collaboration between the two
countries. That is to say, Japan demands that China, in accordance with the
principle of equality between the two countries, should recognize the freedom
of residence and trade on the part of Japanese subjects in the interior of China,
with a view to promoting the economic interests of both peoples; and that,
in the light of the historical and economic relations between the two nations,
China should extend to Japan facilities for the development of China’s natural
resources, especially in the regions of North China and Inner Mongolia. The
above gives the general lines of what Japan demands of China. If the true
object of Japan in conducting the present vast military campaign be fully
Ufldut'smod. it will be plain that what she seeks is neither territory nor indem-
nity for the costs of military operations. Japan demands only the minimum
guarantee needed for the execution by China of her function as a participant
in the establishment of the new order. Japan not only respects the sovereignty
of China, but she is prepared to give positive consideration to the questions
of the abolition of extra-territoriality and of the rendition of concessions and
settlements—matters which are necessary for the full independence of China.

Japan,
tablish!
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Chapter Eighteen

Royama Masamichi and the
“Principles of an East Asian
Cooperative Community,” 1938

Jung-Sun N. Han

in November 1938, the first Konoe Fumimaro cabinet declared that Japan
would establish a “new order” in East Asia (see II:17). Confronting inten-
sifying nationalist resistance in China to the Japanese invasion of 1937, the
Konoe cabinet oscillated between nonrecognition and recognition of the
Chinese Nationalist government. At a time of increasing confusion and dis-
order, the concept of an “East Asian Cooperative Community” (t6a kyodatai
or 10y0 kyodotai) was introduced to the world of politics and journalism as
a guiding principle for the policymaking process regarding China. The term
was popularized by Royama Masamichi (1895-1980), who at the time was
amember of Konoe’s “brain trust,” the Showa Kenkytikai (Showa Research
Association).

A Tokyo Imperial University graduate, Royama was one of the leading
political scientists in wartime Japan. Under the influence of his mentor Yo-
shino Sakuzd, a liberal and internationalist intellectual, Royama developed
fesearch interests in China within the context of a growing internationalism
in the aftermath of World War L In this period he was interested mainly in
Understanding the development of internationalism in global politics and as-
Sessing its repercussions in regional politics. Royama understood the contem-
Porary development of internationalism from an evolutionist point of view.
uell'egardcd the formation of an international society as the culmination of
il ihevitable global historical process of evolution that advanced from “tribal
mc”f‘}’," through “ethnic society,” and “national society” before it reached
:“? lblllal sla.gc of “international society.” While this evolutionary process was
nfi\fllahle, it could be slowed by various factors, such as nationalism, which

garded as a major obstacle to the development of international

O¥ama re
300 W+ . —_— . W - 3 .
ety. This was a particularly pernicious problem in the “Far East,” which,
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in his view, lagged behind the rest of the world in terms of historical dey,
ment and was still stuck in the age of nationalism.

The concerns over nationalism led Royama to join the Japan Brancy of
the Institute of Pacific Relations in 1927. The Institute of Pacific Rclatmus
(IPR) was an international nongovernmental organization establisheq it
Hawaii in 1923 to promote cooperation and secure peace in the ASia*Pilciﬁc
region. Alarmed by intensifying anti-Japanese nationalism and frustrageq b
the ongoing political confusion in China, RGyama reasoned that the "(‘hiua
problem” would leave Japan no option but to devise a new political ordey ap-
plicable to the “special” state of political development that marked the region.

Paradoxically, Royama’s experience with the IPR and its internationgigy
experiments led him to formulate a pan-Asianist regionalism characterizeg
by the central notion of an “East Asian Cooperative Community” (EACQ),
Arguing that the world order created after World War 1, with the League of
Nations at the center, could not be applied to Sino-Japanese relations fo).
lowing the Manchurian Incident, Royama called for a new order that woylg
rationalize relations between the two countries in the name of cooperative
development and reciprocal progress. The EACC was different from other
pan-Asianist concepts that called for an “East Asian League” in the sense
that it did not emphasize a racial and cultural affinity between Japan and
the rest of Asia. Rather, the EACC was based on an economic and develop-
mentalist rationale. Translating political problems into the terms of mutual
economic development, Royama proposed the notion of a regional bloc that
was designed to promote Sino-Japanese economic cooperation while at the
same time maintaining Japanese control over the developmentalist agenda.
Propounding this self-serving scheme, RGyama remained blind to China’s
aspirations to regain its national independence and international respect. In
the end, Royama’s notion of a regional economic community failed to resolve
the conflict between China and Japan that ultimately led to the demise of the
Japanese Empire.

lop.

Source (translation from the Japanese original by Jung-Sun N, Han)
Royama Masamichi, “Toa Kyddotai no Riron” (The Principles of an East
Asian Cooperative Community), Kaiza, November 1938, 6-27.

The recent China Incident [the Sino-Japanese War] has assumed the St&"
tus of a holy war. Upon the outbreak of war, the government explained that
“(Japan) does not have territorial ambitions” and that “what (Japan) secks
is Sino-Japanese cooperation.” Unlike the case with most international co”
flicts, (we have to) make it clear that the rationale for the China Incident docs
not lie in material motivations. The fact that enormous sacrifices have be®
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o signifies that (the motives for) the incident lie beyond the calculation

111f"|’ ins in territory, resources, or markets. Even if such motives exist, they
of Efil (:I’IJV he secondary ones.

|11L$!"1 'l"l" meaning of the holy war does not simply lie in the fact that material
inte 'L“‘l“ are not its primary goal. That would be too passive an explanation
“”b];‘lii o explain the true meaning of this holy war. As has been often re-
ml'dlt‘-li on all fronts, the [true significance of the war] lies in the moral goal of
:;{:;hlishing a new order in East Asia. In other words, [the goal] is to _eSluhli::h
ond guarantee @ permanent peace. For that purpose, [we are| making huge
sacrifices and are prepared to endure great difficulties. . . .

The recent incident differs in essence from the wars undertaken in the
pursllil of lesser goals. Such wars are characteristic of modern Europe, which
has experienced the Great War and is now restricted by the League of Nations
and the General Treaty for the Renunciation of War [Kellogg-Briand Treaty,
1928]. We can judge this from the fact that the incident does not allow a sim-
ple application of the principles of international law created in the aftermath
of the Great War. This is because, as the recent incident shows, for the first
time the Japan of the Orient has become aware of its mission (o the world,
independent of the guidance and intervention of the Western powers. In a
nutshell, the reason for this situation is the awakening and unification of the
Orient—two phenomena of global historical significance. Therefore, far from
being a war of minor and restricted [importance], from a global historical per-
spective [the China Incident] displays an all-encompassing significance. . . .

However, the time for “the awakening of the Orient” at last has arrived.
... Although on the one hand this turning-point represents the materialization
of Western ideas by the League of Nations, meaning the continuing domina-
tion of the major powers, it is also the result of the Orient having found its
place within a global system. If it had not been for the Great War and the
postwar League of Nations, which led to a concrete conceptualization of the
world, the Orient could not have awakened as the Orient. . . .

Ideally, the greatest significance of the recent incident should lie in an
enhanced awareness by the peoples of the Orient toward the “unification of
the Orient.” Yet, in reality, there are obstacles [to this unification] in the form
of tragic conflicts between different ethnic groups and the confrontation with
Western imperialist structures. As mentioned above, the lack of the single
Cul.tural order necessary for unification has hindered the unification of the
Orient, However, the new unified cultural order and associated thinking can-
ot [YEt] be realized in concrete terms as a result of the major obstacles that
Persist between different peoples. These obstacles are deformations produced

Y nationalism—the organizing principle of the Western world. Here lies
the fundamental problem that has to be resolved first of all. That is, the East
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Asian problem needs to be crystallized in the form of war and Politjcg

. R . S IC8 b
1t can be crystallized in the form of culture and thought. The ney order ; 3 .
Asia must be created before the formation of a new Orienta] ideolq }Itusﬂ
smoke of powder and the hail of bullets. The O i}
sword, will rationalize East Asian thought, . . .

In this respect, the unification of the Orient must begin by doing
nationalism. But where will the engine needed for t
The main engine for this task is to be found in the
nationalism on the Asian mainland. . . .

However, the principle at the heart of the Japanese advance 0
[Asian] mainland is not imperialism, but regionalism pursued for re
security and development. . . .

In this respect, the theory of a regional cooperative community—Agjqre
destiny—which is already reflected in the actual process of Japan’s
on the Asian mainland, is the only principle that will awak
embrace its world mission and realize the unification of the Orient, There jg
no doubt that this principle represents an ideology powerful enough to over.
come the tragedy of the Orient created by perverse nationalisms, . .

There are a few theoretical characteristics that mark [this regional coopera-
tive community]. . . .

First, the Oriental regional cooperative community (tGydteki chiiki
kyédotai) must embrace a single new system. . . . This system should not be
a territorial empire in which one ethnic group or one state dominates the oth-
ers, but it should rather be a regional cooperative community whose natural

political structure is a confederation.

Second, this Oriental regional cooperative community should respect
existing differences among the various ethnic cultures represented, acknowl-
edge different ethnic backgrounds, recognize its global cultural mission in

relation to Western culture, and make an effort to creatively unify all these
elements. . . .
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Third, the Oriental regional cooperative community must implement ratio-
nal plans and policies to guarantee and improve the welfare of its peoples. . . .

Fourth, the economic system of the regional cooperative community should
reflect a collective economy and not an imperialist economic system. . . .

Fifth, its final but most important characteristic is that the theory of a re-
gional cooperative community does not assume an autarkic or bloc systeimn

but a global system, and thus embodies the principles of the international
political and economic system.
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Chapter Nineteen

Miyazaki Masayoshi:
»On the East Asian League,” 1938

Michael A. Schneider

Miyazaki Masayoshi (1893-1954) was a minor bureaucrat who came to wield
considerable influence over draft plans for Japan’s wartime mobilization (on
Miyazaki’s life, see Kobayashi 1995). Associated with prominent military
figures, most notably Ishiwara Kanji (see 11:22), Miyazaki reached a wide
audience with his sharp critiques of laissez-faire capitalism blended with a
vision of pan-Asian economic unity. As such, he offered a clear link between
pan-Asian idealism and the formulation of concrete policies to implement a
union of Asian nations. His career trajectory paralleled Ishiwara’s, however,
and he too became a marginal figure during the war years. Nevertheless, his
ties to the Manchurian development project during the 1930s gave him influ-
ence in postwar discussions for reinvigorating Japan’s economy.

Miyazaki was one of the few Japanese to witness the early stages of the
Russian Revolution first hand. He was born in Kanazawa, Ishikawa Prefec-
ture, to a former samurai family that had successfully made the transition
Into the rice trade business. Having earned a prefectural scholarship to study
the Russian language in Harbin in 1914, he obtained another scholarship to
continue his study in St. Petersburg (Petrograd at the time), where he earned
a college-level degree. As a student, he witnessed the February Revolution
(March 1917) and the ensuing chaos under the Provisional Government. He
left Russia in July before the Bolshevik (October) Revolution, but the experi-
ence of the revolution shaped his views on political leadership and economic
policy,

On his return, Miyazaki parlayed his expertise on Russia into a position
With the Southern Manchurian Railway (SMR), eventually landing in its
Research Section (on the history of the SMR’s research section, see Ko-

ayashi 2005). During the 1920s, he carried out a number of studies of the
Postrevolutionary Soviet economy. He was particularly interested in Soviet
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central planning as pursued under the New Economic Policy anq ¢
Year Plans. While certainly no Marxist, Miyazaki developed an g
for the role of state central planning for the economy.

In 1930, he met Lieutenant Colonel Ishiwara Kanji, then serving o i
general staff of the Kwantung army. Introduced to Ishiwara’s vigjoy of e
impending global confrontation between regional economic blocs, Miyay;
perceived intellectual common ground over the importance of long-term, Sos
nomic development as essential to putting Japan and northeastern Agi, on g
firm wartime footing. For his part, Ishiwara subsequently credited Miyazuki
with providing the intellectual rationale for his vision of regional develop.
ment. After the outbreak of the Manchurian Incident in Septembey 193]
Miyazaki sided decisively with the militarists. He moved from the Rf:SEm-c};
Section to the newly organized Keizai Kenkyiikai (Economic Research As-
sociation [ERA]), taking the directorship of its First Division. This divisiop
held responsibility over general economic planning, thus appealing to M.
yazaki’s desire to establish the broad outlines of a new command economy.
The move made him understandably unpopular within the SMR, as it led to
hollowing out of the existing Research Division while compelling the civilian
bureaucrats to work with the military advocates of territorial expansion. In hig
new position, Miyazaki was the principal author of the ERA’s 1932 proposal
for state management of Manchurian industrial development. The proposal
argued that the rise of regional economic blocs during the Great Depression
was a direct response to the mismanagement of Japan’s economy. In place
of the bungled laissez-faire, export-oriented development of the 1920s, he
insisted, Manchurian development must focus on long-term growth in heavy
industry.

With the state of Manchukuo established in 1932 and the ERA’s planning
complete, future planning for continental development shifted to Tokyo. By
1935, both Ishiwara and Miyazaki found themselves there. Miyazaki joined
the Japan-Manchukuo Finance and Economics Research Association, a think
tank backed by the Army General Staff and populated with young economists
mostly from Tokyo Imperial University. By 1937, the association under Mi-
yazaki’s leadership had crafted a detailed blueprint for the development of the
Japanese economy in such a way as to give it the industrial might to confror}t
the great powers in East Asia. As with Miyazaki’s eatlier proposals, this
five-year plan included a sweeping vision of economic development to place
the economy on a war footing, with centralized planning, production targets
in heavy industries, controls on financial institutions and foreign exchange,
and constraints on the activities of private entrepreneurs. It also called fof
dramatic changes to the domestic political structure in order to manage thes¢
policies.
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Miyazaki Masayoshi 181

. azaki and Ishiwara viewed the slide into full-scale war with Chiang
MIY® Nationalist government in 1937 as premature. Predictably, the

A -|1::k s : : ; v ’
i® jiate needs of war prosecution derailed many of the broadly conceived,
(lic

jmme - I,,-cscl‘ilﬂiﬂnﬁ for centralizing economic planning. Their prescrip-
!l’”g'l;.’:l_ reform of existing government institutions had many powerful crit-
iimlﬁq’.etlh:cting Jshiwara Kanji’s gradual alienation from the official course of
ic5: I, iental policys Miyazaki reoriented his activities to support Ishiwara’s
“‘.”Tlu for organizing a community of allied states liberated from Western
g ism: an Bast Asian League (on Ishiwara’s role; see 11:22). To this
azaki played a leading role in forming the Toa Renmei Kyakai (East
ague Association) in October 1939. The organization boasted fifty-
wwo branches with some .(),600 members (Kobayashi 1995: lf)4). [t had &?iSICI:
ﬂrganizal‘ious in China, in Beij.ing the .'Zl'epn‘ghua Dongya .l,ranmcng Xiehui
(Japanese: Chiika Toa Renmei Kyokai, Chinese East Asian League Asso-
siation, 1940), whose president was Miao Pin (1899-1946) and the Dongya
janmeng Zhongguo Tongshihui (Japanese: Toa Renmei Chiigoku Doshikai,
Association of Chinese Comrades of the East Asian League, 1941) in Nanjing
neaded by Wang Jingwei (Wang Ching-wei; see 11:23), the premier of the col-
Jaborationist Nanjing (Nanking) regime (Kobayashi 1995: 194).

Miyazaki published his own views in 1938 in a book titled Toa Renmei
Ron (On the East Asian League). The appearance of the book coincided with
the formation of the Wang Jingwei regime in Nanjing. It was a rare oppor-
tunity for Miyazaki to give a public voice to ideas he had been promoting
within bureaucratic circles for years. As indicated in the translation here,
the tract, with its sharp, clear prose and an unflinching critical tone, reads
as an ideological call to arms on behalf of his command economy propos-
als. The work thus anticipates the reasons why the subsequent movement
for an East Asian League, led by [shiwara, would be a largely oppositional
one. Although steeped in pan-Asianist themes and sustaining the image of
Japanese moral leadership in Asia, Miyazaki and the movement for an East
Asian League argued that East Asian unity must be formed by politically
independent states, even if that requirement meant political independence for
colonies like Korea. This quasi-internationalist stance was viewed as critical
O,f the continental strategy of the Konoe Fumimaro cabinet. Ishiwara’s neme-
818 Army Minister T6j0 Hideki ultimately suppressed the movement in 1941.

Miyazaki spent the remainder of the war years in occupied China working
on local economic development projects. He was in Shanghai at the war’s
end and escaped close scrutiny by the American occupation authorities on his
'epatriation. He joined the Nihon Keizai Fukko Kyokai (Japanese Economic
Remvery Association), a private think tank devoted to postwar reconstruc-
tion. Given his contacts with noted political figures, he might have achieved
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greater status in the postwar era, but he died of liver cancer in 1954 ¢,
achieving a prominent position. Clore

Source (translation from the Japanese original by Michael A.
Miyazaki Masayoshi, 70q Renmei Ron (On the East Asij
" Kaizésha, 1938, 44-53.

an Lea gue)

The policy of an East Asian League means turning away from oy
tion of European imperialist and colonial polices and eventually repu,
them. . . .

I cannot emphasize enough that, in abandoning our imperialist policie
nation must not vacillate. Today, the ambition to justify all of Japan’s deeds
has a strong grip over the nation. A posture of ruthlessly defending every OIN;
of our policies in the past, however, does not demonstrate the mugnanimily of
a great nation. Although our continental policy brought peace and Prosperity
to Korea and achieved a perfect merger of the Japanese and Korean peoples,
we should not lose sight of the fact that we have lost supporters for oyr poli-
cies in East Asia. Japan must revert to its own course. It must reestablisl; 4
position of leadership in East Asia. For this reason, it is essential that we drive
out any vestiges of imperialist thought remaining in our public discourse. As
long as these attitudes persist in Japan, it will be difficult for East Asiang
to grasp the East Asian League framework, but moreover its policies will
lose their moral force. In this sense, Japan, as the advocate for the League,
must investigate the psyche of oppressed peoples thoroughly at every slage
of the League’s formulation. We must be ever mindful that the structure of
the League not replace the system of Western exploitation with a system of
Japanese oppression and must further be resolved not to give the impression
that it will.

With the League taking as its goal the liberation of East Asian peoples,
the right of political independence of liberated peoples must be guaranteed
unconditionally. As Japan and its allies cooperate with the liberation move-
ments of other East Asian peoples, it must be left to voluntary decision
whether they join the League or whether they remain completely indepen-

dent nations. Further, we must recoguize a right of withdrawal after joining.
The East Asian League is a union of autonomous East Asian nations, Whic.h
should be bound closely by the sinews of mutual political and economi¢
interdependence between Japan and its allies. It is not a system of coercion-
The ultimate will to independent statehood cannot be suppressed. I belieYC
that, with Japan and its allies assuming this stance, centrifugal forces will
be very weak and the chances of a people distancing themselves from the
League would be extremely small. From the perspective of the development
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gl economies generally or from the perspective of the benefits for
of ”“HT‘? :hdividuals, the fact is that advantage is gained by being part of a big
U"‘{‘im“y. a big bloc. During this recent period of quasi-warfare among com-
"””.U" lo;n‘c‘; ﬁais holds especially true for a small, weak country in the corner
l":”_l.!g, 1/\c,li;]. The historical significance of an East Asian League to East
of -hub-t*m‘lltl be most easily understood were Japan to adopt such a stance. . . .
Mi::;;r;zaki goes on ascribe the oppressive race relations under European

[ ires to the liberal, free trade ideology of the West. |
"’”?I'.Tw bWhirc man’s system of rule over East Asia was, at root, shot through
with liberal thought. Thosc. who lhinlf my words are extreme need Iuok. no
urther than the cases 0!‘ natives of India, the /\n‘nanmes of French ‘[ndnchlu'm,
(he blacks of South Africa or the present state of the blacks and native Indians
of the United States. . . .

It is emotionally stunning to think back to the days before the Manchurian
Incident-—when a segment of the Japanese intelligentsia longed for free trade,
held out hope for the potential of a global economy, and even advocated
shandoning Manchuria—that the day had arrived when the thought and sys-
tems of Western liberalism held such potency that Japanese would abandon
their own East Asian-ness (Toyosei). . . .

The establishment of an East Asian League is a comprehensive renovation-
ist policy, combining the renovation of our policy on the continent with the
establishment of a new domestic order. Its renovationist character becomes
increasingly clear, as evidenced by our comprehensive global policy through
the Anti-Comintern Pact [concluded with Germany in 1936], and presents
powerful testimony that Japan is entering a new epoch.




Chapter Twenty-Two

Ishiwara Kanji's “Argument for
an East Asian League,” 1940

Roger H. Brown

1 May 1947, Ishiwara Kanji (1889-1949) testified before a special military
court convened as part of the International Military Tribunal for the Far East.
while not under indictment himself, Ishiwara responded with indignation
ot what he viewed as American hypocrisy in trying Japanese for aggression
and atrocities. Accusing prosecutors of being ignorant of their own coun-
iry’s history of expansionism in East Asia, he neatly shifted responsibility
for Japanese aggression to the Americans and other Westerners who set the
aggressive example, bluntly suggesting that, if they wished to try someone,
they should subpoena the American Commodore Matthew Perry, who, with
his flotilla of “black ships,” forced the opening of Japan in 1853-1854. Dis-
ingenuous and evasive on the question of Japan’s militarism and expansion-
ism, Ishiwara’s outburst illustrates aptly the manner in which Pan-Asianism
served to both motivate and rationalize Japanese actions during the 1930s. In-
deed, few individuals could match Ishiwara’s degree of personal involvement
in setting Japan’s militarist quest for autarky in motion or close association
with the pan-Asian ideology that accompanied that pursuit.

Ishiwara spent all but twenty-one years of his life in uniform (on Ishi-
wara’s life, see Aoe 1997; Peattie 1975). He received his commission with
Fhe Twenty-First Class of the Military Academy in 1909 and served as an
infantry field and staff officer before being retired at the rank of lieutenant
gen.eral in 1941. Ishiwara was one of the key conspirators in the Manchurian
Incident of 193 1, which he viewed as a first step toward gaining the resources
eCessary for Japan to mobilize for a coming global war. While calling for
YMation of a New Order for East Asia based on Japanese, Manchurian,
ind Chinese cooperation, he sought an early end to the “China Incident™ that
t:’igun in July 1937 so as not to undermine preparations for total war against

¢ West. This view brought him increasingly into conflict with other afficers
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on the Army General Staff, who saw the war as an opportunity tq desty
Chinese resistance at one blow and, as their position gained ascendance .I o
wara’s star began to fade. Leaving the General Staff for assignmen v,
Kwantung army in Manchukuo, Ishiwara made no secret of his unh
with the army’s corrupt dominance over that puppet state. Critici,
he held responsible for this state of affairs—including Major Gen
Hideki—he soon returned to Japan in 1938,

Although Ishiwara’s army career was in eclipse, the years from 1939
1941 afforded him an opportunity to refine his thoughts regarding -'ﬂl‘lun‘i
pan-Asian destiny and preparations for a “final war” against the West {u:
Ishiwara 1993), ideas that found institutional expression via the East Asim;
League Association (T6a Renmei Kyokai). A former lecturer at the Ay
War College, he perceived in his study of military history a tale of‘leulmulugi-
cal progress and strategic alternation between protracted wars and decisiye
wars. A follower of Nichiren Buddhism since 1919, he drew inspiration from
this ethnocentric and apocalyptic form of Buddhism, which reserved for Ja-
pan the central role of combining government and religious truth in order to
regenerate the world and bring about peace and harmony. Under the influence
of the Nichiren revivalist Tanaka Chigaku’s (1861-1939) blend of religious
doctrine and emperor-centered ideology, Ishiwara conceived his theory of a
“final war” (saishii senso) between the champions of East and West, roles to
be filled, respectively, by Japan and the United States.

Ishiwara envisioned a reorganization of domestic politics into “one coun-
try, one party” beneath “direct imperial rule,” which would in turn facilitate
increased industrial production and the creation of the national defense state
that would provide Japan with military superiority in relation to prospective
future foes, including the Soviet Union and, ultimately, the United States.
Ishiwara sought to extend this renovation to the rest of East Asia, thereby
securing the independence and modernization of the region while simultane-
ously fulfilling Japan’s pan-Asian destiny. Japanese national mobilization
would occur in tandem with the establishment of an alliance of East Asian
nations to be led by Japan, harmonized through the creation of a new Asian
morality rooted in the Kingly Way (6d6) and animated by the spiritual quali-
ties of the Japanese emperor. Facilitated through Japan’s foundational spirit,
the resulting material preparedness and ideological and political unity would
enable Japan to successfully prosecute the final world war against the West.
Japanese victory in this decisive conflict, which he believed would occur
some thirty years hence, would result in the realization of world peace in the
form of hakké ichiu (“the eight corners of the world under one roof”).

Although Ishiwara’s personal interest in pan-Asian thought developed eatly
in his life and the idea of an alliance of East Asian nations took shape shortly
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ion of Manchukuo in 1932, the East Asian League Association
ounded until 1939. At its peak, the organization boasted numer-
at home and abroad and at least 100,000 members. Among the
supporters were army officers in China, such as fellow Manchu-
conspirator and later Army Minister General Itagaki Seishird

after the creat
Wwas pot 1 ;
ous hr:-1flchc,x,
[,eaguc H
n [ncident

r E:I}?,Si-' 1948), and members of the Japan-backed government in Nanjing, in-
{ :uding president Wang Jingwei (Wang Ching-wei; see 11:23). The New Order
C

isioned by the League resembled an East Asian commonwealth of nations
""“I | Japanese leadership and, in theory, held out the possibility of a regional
E":I:n; less coercive than the New Order being pursued by the Japanese gov-
::?,Im.]cm. Nevertheless, it was clearly to be a league not only led by Japan but
;] g0 formed in the service of Japanese mobilization for war with the West.

Whatever ultimate form the East Asian League may have taken must re-
main speculative since the organization quickly ran afoul of General Tojo,
who, first as army minister in the second and third cabinets of Premier Ko-
poe Fumimaro and then as prime minister in the successor administration,
oversaw the League’s suppression and ultimate disbanding. Tojo’s antipathy
arose from both personal and political differences with the League and its
leader. First, the League, reflecting Ishiwara’s personal outlook, advocated a
Jess hard-line approach to relations with China, something that T6j0 viewed
as defeatist and antithetical to his own hard-line policy. Second, there was
the obvious potential of the League to serve as a political base from which
Ishiwara might challenge both Tdjo personally and government policy in
general. Indeed, it was his perception of the League as a tool for getting at
him personally that led Toj0 to initiate a crackdown in the fall of 1940. On the
receiving end of this attention, Ishiwara fought back vigorously and publicly,
his efforts culminating in a speech at Kyoto Imperial University in which he
identified T6j0 and his allies rather than the Chinese as the true enemies of
Japan and as men who should be arrested and executed. Nevertheless, it was
a losing battle, and in March 1941, Ishiwara was placed on the retired list.
A brief stint lecturing at Ritsumeikan University also ended under pressure
from the authorities, and Ishiwara returned to his hometown for the remainder
of the war.

It was there that occupation authorities later found him, outlawing his
early postwar efforts to update and spread his ideas and deposing him for
t}}e war crimes tribunal. Meanwhile, the East Asian League Association was
dissolved in 1942, then reorganized under the name East Asian League Com-
fades Association (Toa Renmei Doshikai), and finally purged by American
OCcupation authorities in 1946.

‘ The following translation is comprised of the East Asian League Associa-
tion’s manifesto and an explanation of the historical necessity for forming the
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League and realizing a “New Order” for East Asia. These passages
g ges

. s dre laka
from the association’s Toa Renmei Kensetsu Yok (Prospectus for Cong iKen

ing the East Asian League), which goes on to enunciate the Leag
and plans in greater detail before ending with an appended essay by g,

tr“l:l,
ue’s :
e’y ld(-j;“s

i atloyy:
Kishio (1897-1974)—the son of Tanaka Chigaku who was an lgz]i\:,:”'
dary

associate—arguing for the compatibility of the Confucian Kingly Way witl
Japan’s lmperial Way. d

Source (translation from the Japanese original by Roger H. Brown)
“Sengen” (Manifesto) and “Toa Renmei no Hitsuzensei” (The Inevitahiljy
of the East Asian League), Toa Renmei Kydkai (ed.) (1940), T6a Renme;j
Kensetsu Yoko (Prospectus for Constructing the East Asian League). Rjy.
sumeikan Shuppanbu, 1-7.

MANIFESTO

The final world war that is the great pivot of human history will arrive in the
coming few decades. The Showa Restoration is none other than the unified
application of the total abilities of the East Asian peoples in expectation of
certain victory in this decisive battle.

Specifically, the aims of the Showa Restoration are as follows:

1. Out of the various states of the region form an East Asian League capable
of eliminating the oppression of Euro-American imperialism.

2. Through assertive and reformist construction within the League rapidly
increase true strength and prepare the conditions for certain victory in the
decisive war,

3. Enroute to constructing the above, establish the leadership principles of a
new age rooted in the Kingly Way.

11 February 2600 [1940]
East Asian League Association

THE INEVITABILITY OF THE EAST ASIAN LEAGUE

Establishing absolute world peace has long been humanity’s ideal. That s0
long as humanity exists there will be no end to war is contemporary common
sense. According to theoretical and idealistic thinking, eradicating war 15
fundamentally impossible; however, progressive development in perfecting
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« of war will, through a final world war giving full play to mankind’s

(he & ¢ girife, ultimately bring about the end of war itself. Bringing an

Aty fo — j
capac! war i the realization of global unity, the first step toward absolute
{0 .
cl1Lt .
’(]l‘lli pch{L. T 1o M vt . M ”»
W ' the «New Thesis on the Showa Restoration” we have already made the
n

al world war will arrive within about the next thirty years and

" lobal unity ought to be realized within about fifty years.
that Lﬂﬂ\-inu at the development of human society it is clear that the spheres of

I"f“ w ever larger even as their number grows ever fewer and that the
?m.“:' iable trend of history is that there will soon be unification into a world
|‘th!\¢! Through the rapid development of communications, transportation,
z:lll"r& and industry the world’s space is being increasi-ngly reduced and
| contiguous states are drawing together. Following the first great
European war the world evolved from the era of states confronting states
(o the age of state alliances confronting state alliances; however, through
{he second great European war, the world is now dividing into four groups,
namely, Europe, the Soviet Union, South and North America, and East Asia.
n this manner one can imagine the world henceforth will ultimately divide
into two groups of states representing the civilizations of the Kingly Way and
of the Despotic Way, and that these two groups of states will then deploy for
the final world war centered on the Pacific, the result of which will be the
unification of the world.

In this way, following the inevitable tendency of world history, it is most
natural that the various East Asian peoples who adjoin regionally, approxi-
mate racially, and are similar culturally must unite as one.

The idea of East Asian Unity is not necessarily new. There were among our
Meiji predecessors more than a few who called for the unification of the three
countries of Japan, Korea and China, and Sun Yat-sen also advocated Great
Asianism. However, in their day, the objective conditions in East Asia did not
yet allow for East Asian unification. As an idea, the case for an East Asian
community has existed previously, but when it came to connecting this to the
realities of East Asia, the time was not yet right. However, today that is no
longer the case. The objective conditions are ripe for realizing the unification
of the various peoples of East Asia and for forming the East Asian League. If
$0, then what are those objective conditions?

First, Japan has obtained the capability to strike back from East Asia
against the forces of Euro-American imperialism. Following the Meiji Res-
t0}'ati0n, Japan first endeavored necessarily to free itself from the shackles
“' the unequal treaties imposed by the Euro-American countries. After the
s“"10~.|'dpancsc War, she at long last succeeded in treaty revision and then
fought and won against Russia which was seeking to occupy Manchuria and

e that the fin

5 £ row
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annex Korea. At that time Japan was respected by the various raceg of Agig ,
a liberator and Japanese, too, thought of East Asian revival; however, l.eg(:_ :'3
tably Japan was then incapable of rivaling the forces of EU"U'Aﬂwriuan !.{’1‘
perialism and thus imitated the forms of imperialism, cooperating eSIJuci-:ﬂL
with the various Euro-American countries and, moreover, we must ildmil(ny
truth here, oppressed the various races of East Asia who should hay, bc:e
our allies. However, having availed itself of the opportunity presenteq hl
the Manchurian Incident, Japan’s capabilities increased rapidly, At the Same
time self-confidence in that power unconsciously stirred moral instineg that
attained the conscious awareness to liberate the races of East Asia frop, the
bonds of Euro-American imperialism. The unity of East Asia takes as jtg Pre.
requisite the liberation of East Asia. Japan, availing itself of the OPportunity
presented by the recent [China] incident, has secured the capability to expel
the forces of Euro-American imperialism and this, we must say, is the mos|
important condition for the formation of the East Asian League.

Second, there is the decline of Euro-American imperialist power in East
Asia. Led by Great Britain, the first country to complete the industrial revoly.
tion, the Euro-American countries advanced into East Asia during the nine-
teenth century by means of cannons and goods. In the age of imperialism,
through banks and railways they invaded East Asia and, except for Japan,
placed virtually all the races of East Asia under their control. However, rule
over East Asia by Euro-American imperialism was shaken in the wake of the
first great European war and is now collapsing because of the China Incident
and the second great European war. In particular, Great Britain, the pioneer of
aggression against East Asia, is now experiencing its downfall. Construction
of the New Order for East Asia, i.e., formation of the East Asian League, will
be accomplished only through the expulsion from East Asia of the political
and military power of the Anglo-American countries that fail to cooperate
with this venture. Today, the three countries of Japan, Germany, and Italy,
who share the objective of constructing a New World Order, have concluded
an alliance, and both Germany and Italy now recognize the leadership of
Japan in East Asia. Thus, with the liberating of East Asia and its victimized
peoples from the bonds of Anglo-American financial and military control,
one can consider the objective conditions demanding the formation of the
East Asian League to be ripening.

The third vital factor is the decline of liberal thought and the rise of
new East Asian world view originating in the Kingly Way. As we all know,
liberalism has its origins in Great Britain and accompanied the establish-
ment of Great Britain’s global hegemony and, from the eighteenth centuty
through the early twentieth century, constituted the zeitgeist that domirlé_1te
the world. Thus, the world order of this age was established with this spirit 85
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- undation. Therefore, it is no exaggeration to call this order that existed
1© TnFI:-g;ihle. relation to the development of Great Britain, the British Order.
in 11“'_‘; I:;css. this liberal order must now conform to the general trend of the
vet! ]:ince the first great European war, totalitarian systems have been set
. 1];'6 Soviet Union, ltaly, and Germany. In particular, the overwhelming
”['1 ||1’ of Germany and Italy in the second great European war is a triumph of
Wcmlilliuu.-iun world view. In East Asia, as well, liberalism is being increas-
the 1(.}1‘iquidnled and, furthermore, on the basis of traditional spiritual culture
i”i"ti i developing a new world view refining modern thought. Beneath this
oW ]-'_iﬁst Asian world view originating in the Kingly Way is a general trend
T:L,mmlding the construction of a New Order for East Asia.
[LAS stated above, following the progressive development of humanity, ad-
yancement from small regional states to large regional state alliances is an
pistorical inevitability. The current shifling from the age of state confronta-
ions to the age of state unions is the inevitable advance of world history. No
power can avert this inevitable current of world history, At this moment the
objective basis is being constructed for unification of the East Asian states,
i.e., for the necessary formation of the East Asian League. However, the
Fast Asian League will never be realized if things are allowed to naturally
take their own course. Formation of the East Asian League will only come
about through the endless cooperative efforts of the three peoples of Japan,
Manchuria, and China who must be the core and each work tirelessly for that
construction. In other words, as argued above, the East Asian League will be
constructed atop the foundation of various objective relations in accord with
world historical necessity, but only by directing our subjective will to work
toward this can that construction be realized.
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Chapter Twenty-Three

Nanjing’s Greater Asianism:
wang Jingwei and Zhou Huaren, 1940

Torsten Weber

The concept of Asianism in China was a principal instrument in the justifica-
ion of official Chinese collaboration with Japan during the Sino-Japanese
war (1937-1945). However, the Asianism proposed by the main Chinese
collaborators—Wang Jingwei (Wang Ching-wei, also Wang Zhaoming,
1883-1944) and his followers—was neither an invention for propaganda
purposes nor a mere adoption of Japancse wartime rhetoric. Instead, it was
part of an integrated attempt at seeking political legitimacy by claiming the
intellectual heritage of Sun Yat-sen (1866—1925; see 11:5), the “Father of the
Republic” (guofi). Wang’s Asianism, therefore, was a “restoration of Sun
Yat-sen’s Asianism” (So 2007: 189), particularly as expressed in his famous
Kobe speech of 1924, Tt was “primarily in this speech that Wang Ching-wei
claimed to find the justification for his cooperation with Japan” (Jansen 1954:
213). By adopting Sun’s Asianism, Wang managed to combine his claim to
Sun’s legacy with appeasing the Japanese on the one hand and offering a po-
litical alternative in the domestic arena to the united front of Mao Zedong’s
Chinese Communist Party and Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalist Party (Guomin-
dang [GMDY}, or Kuomintang) on the other. Eventually, Wang’s balancing act
between pleasing the Japanese and appealing to the war-torn Chinese failed
under the combined pressure of anti-Japanese resistance and the military
Success of the Allied forces. Before Wang died in 1944, he realized that his
altempts to create an anticommunist and pro-Japanese China under his leader-
ship had failed.

Wang Jingwei was born in Guangdong (Canton) and first visited Japan in
1904 a5 an exchange student at Hosei University. In 1905, when Sun Yat-sen
Ounded the Chinese Revolutionary League (Tongmenghui or T’ung-meng-
"5 Japanese: Chiigoku Domeikai) in Tokyo, Wang became an editor of its
Party bulletin, the Minbao (People’s Paper). In 1910 Wang returned to China
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to assassinate the regent and father of the child-emperor Puyi by Was

rested and sentenced to death before he accomplished his mission, I-‘u”:‘;,""‘
the Republican Revolution of 1911, he was freed and became one of S, '“"
closest followers. In the 1920s, he held several posts in Sun’s [-’.evr.}lmion’fl $
Government in Guangdong. Aty

When Sun Yat-sen died in 1925, he left behind not only a war-tory
disintegrated China but also a vacancy in the succession to the GMD ||::a:1c]fi
ship, At first, Wang appeared as the most likely candidate. Howevyey, Iilul.
ing military support at a time when China was de facto ruled by "“Riﬂn-l}
warlords, Wang was quickly outstripped by Chiang Kai-shek, then heyqy :!I“
the Whampoa Military Academy. The military expedition to unify Northeyy,
China with the south from 1926 onward fur%her strengthened Chiang’g POsi-
tion. Subsequently, Wang—as the leader of the GMD’s lefi Wi“g‘—bECame
Chiang’s main inner-party rival, and the claim over the prerogative to Sun’g
legacy became an important instrument in his challenge to Chiang’s leade;.
ship. Wang was eventually reconciled with Chiang after the Manchuria,
Incident (1931) and became premier of the GMD’s Nationalist Governmept
(1932-1935). His rivalry with Chiang, however, continued. When Chiang
was again forced to cooperate with the communists after the Xi’an Incident
of 1936, Wang’s anticommunist and pro-Japanese stance estranged him fur-
ther from the GMD leadership. Although Wang, together with Chiang and
his GMD government, fled the Japanese invasion of China to Chongqing
(Chungking) in 1938, he soon turned away from Chiang and began to look
toward the Japanese.

Premier Konoe’s announcement of a new China policy (“New Order in
East Asia”; see I1:17) in November was interpreted—both in Japan and in
China—as an implicit invitation to Wang to become the head of a pro-Jap-
anese administration in occupied China. Just one month later Wang and his
followers left Chongqing. After a period of refuge in Hanoi and Hong Kong,
Wang decided to move to Shanghai, where he would directly negotiate the
conditions of his collaboration with Japan. It is important to note that almost
a year and a half passed between Wang’s defection and his assuming the lead-
ership of a Japanese-sponsored government in Nanjing (Nanking) in March
1940. Studies that portray Wang as a traitor (hanjian)—still the predominant
view in mainland China and Taiwan—overlook the fact that an appropriate
political response to the situation was hotly debated within the Wang group-
Once the decision to collaborate had been taken, Wang negotiated with the
Japanese over the exact terms of his cooperation, which included the demand
for a Japanese troop withdrawal. Seen in this light, Wang appears to have
been much less of the passive toy in the hands of his Japanese masters than
the frequent characterizations of his government as a “puppet regime” imply-
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n order to legitimize his government in Nanjing, (o appear to the Chi-
. gs an attractive alternative to Chiang, and simultaneously to please the
"bh:nc,;c, Wang employed a number of striking political symbols and slo-
'1:1}:15 (Cheung 1995). He adoptqi the same name and structure as Chiang’s
Chongqing government and built his polll}ua] program {ll'(“ltll‘ld the corner-
:;inlwﬁ of peace (heping), anticommunism {fungm-rgl}, and national recm}slruc-
iit‘" (jianguo)- These three slogans were usually displayed l(l);:z_elller \\jzlh lhe
national flag, the same one that had been adopted by the unified NEIt]OTIIZIIISl
overnment in 1928 (“blue sky—white sun—red earth”). Wang also insisted
hat his assumption of the leadership of the government in Nanjing would be
Lublicized not as the creation of a new regime but as a “return to the capital”
(huan du). Equally important, Wang linked the legitimacy of his government
largely to the person of Sun Yat-sen. Together with Zhou Fohai (Chou Fu-
hai, 1897-1948), a close follower of Wang, he visited Sun’s tomb in Nanjing
prior to the official inauguration of his new government. Sun’s birthday (12
November) was also used as a symbol of Wang’s self-proclaimed succession
of Sun’s leadership. For example, the opening of Nanjing's Central Bank
in 1940 was delayed to coincide with 12 November, and Wang’s speech,
iranslated here, explicitly noted Sun’s birthday as the occasion on which it
was written. While Wang openly embraced Japan’s pan-Asian rhetoric, he
explicitly linked his pro-Japanese and antiresistance positions not to Japanese
but exclusively to Sun Yat-sen’s Asianism. References (o Sun soon became
ubiquitous in Wang’s speeches and articles. In the foreword to a collection of
Sun’s writings, which was published in 1941 and which included the text of
Sun’s Greater Asianism speech, Wang wrote,

Racially, geographically and historically, as well as in respect of environment,
culture and material development, it is natural for China and Japan to be friends,
unnatural for them to be enemies. Any dispute which arises between the two
nations should be regarded as a transitory aberration, and should be settled in an
appropriate manner so that the natural relationship may resume its permanent
and natural course of peace and friendship. This point has been expounded most
clearly and most thoroughly in the teachings bequeathed us by our late Leader,
Dr. Sun Yat-sen. There are occasional passages to be found in those teachings in
which he blames China for her errors; there are others in which he takes Japan
to task for her mistakes; but at no time and in no place did he ever suggest that
the two countries should be or remain enemies. Rather it was his constantly
proclaimed hope that they would become friends, joining wholeheartedly in a
united effort to promote the glorious cause of Greater Asianism. (Tang 1941:ix)

'In order to solidify his claim to Sun’s legacy and to justify his collaboration
With Japan, a number of journals were published in Japanese-occupied China
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that promoted Wang’s adoption of Sun’s Asianism, including the month|j.
Da Yazhouzhuyi (Greater Asianism), Da Yazhouzhuyi yu Dongyq lian -‘He;:h
(Greater Asianism and an East Asian League), and Da Dongyg (Gregye,
East Asia). While these publications clearly functioned as instrumen :

y . . S of
propaganda, it should not be overlooked that Wang himself and many of
followers held sincere pro-Japanese sentiments. In addition, l""“ﬂ!lilari-dn

and idealistic motives, such as putting an end to the ongoing slaughter on he
battlefield and his well-known anticommunism, were among the reasons hy
led Wang to his betrayal of Chiang and to his cooperation with the Japanege,
As Dongyoun Hwang points out, the nature of the differences betweey Chi.
ang Kai-shek and Wang Jingwei was “not merely political factionalism, bug
ideological” (Hwang 1998: 15).

[n addition to Sun’s Greater Asianism, Wang and his supporters also ad-
opted Sun’s Three People’s Principles (Sanminzhuyi; cf. 1t6 1989) ag theo-
retical underpinnings of the new Nanjing regime—and took considerable
pains to convince the Japanese of the compatibility of these principles with
Asianism. Reportedly, the nationalism (minzuzhuyi), democracy (minguan-
zhuyi), and livelihood (minshengzhuyi) that Sun had extensively lectured op
in the summer of 1924 were viewed as “a menace” in Japan (Boyle 1972;
246). In this context, Zhou Huaren’s text reproduced here can be read as an
attempt to assuage Japanese concerns over the Three Principles, in particular
nationalism. Although Zhou paid great attention to showing the conformity
of the principles with the ideals of Greater Asianism, the text had to be
edited to fit the Japanese rhetoric before it appeared in translation in Japan.
For example, the Japanese version explicitly affirms Konoe’s declaration of
a New Order (“to share the responsibility for erecting a New Order in East
Asia”), whereas Zhou’s original text does not mention the “New Order”
but speaks only of “the responsibility for building a stabilized East Asia.”
Wang’s writings were similarly altered to remove any references to Chinese
nationalist aspirations that ran counter to the official Japanese political
thetoric. The fact that such editing was necessary further demonstrates that
condemnations of Wang as a Chinese quisling who “perverted Sun’s Greater
Asianism . . . in search of a theoretical basis for his own disgraceful behav-
ior or treason” (Shi 2002: 217) are, at best, greatly exaggerated (sce Hwang
1998: 2-6).

Zhou Huaren (1902-?) was vice minister of transportation in the Wang
government. He represented Nanjing-China at the first of three Greater East
Asian Writers’ Conferences (see I1:25), which was held in Tokyo in Novem-
ber 1942 to obtain the support of writers for the Greater East Asian War and
“to create a Greater East Asian Literature.” Zhou was also vice chairman
of the Propaganda Committee of the All-Chinese Society for an East Asian

\gue and chairma
£ _
eague AsSsol

1
Asian L
. did not belong tc

me-ged as the regin
apaling the COHI};&:p[ |
58 collaboration, |
T’mnl 1940 onward
{{)utlinc of Greare.r
Wwang’s coliﬂbgra[m
:hcorclical heritage.
in Dai Afiashugi (G
tion, while some we
tion) and Nihon Hy«

gource 1 (translati
Wang Jingwei, “M
Asianism). Da Yaz

On the occasion
November, 29th ye

“For about forty
Revolution (guomi
for China,” said Dr.
consciousness deri
been national grou
This has displayed
4000 years. But it 1
that a concentrated
sophisticated conte
the past—could bi
practically. In his |
rades and compatri

This year mark
hundred years fror
assisted by militar
sion of China’s na
caused considerab
consciousness had

be lethal. On the ¢
Unity, and the mot




1cluding the month;
i yu Dongyg h'w-m: ,lus
Da Dongya ( i
ned as instrup
mself and many of ,:
iddition, Immanita.-i?}S
going slaughter on he
imong the reasong {
lion with the Japaneg,
.tejrcnces between ( f].i:
itical factionalisy,, bug

g
1 -
G I'e ;”_-er

the
hay

iis supporters also ad-
cf. Itd 1989) as they,.
ind took considerab]e
f these principles iy,
democracy (minquan-
xtensively lectured on
n Japan (Boyle 1972
here can be read as an
rinciples, in particular
owing the conformity
n, the text had to be
1 translation in Japan.
Lonoe’s declaration of
a New Order in East
on the “New Order”
stabilized East Asia.”
references to Chinese
al Japanese political
her demonstrates that
rverted Sun’s Greater
vn disgraceful behav-
ggerated (see Hwang

ortation in the Wang
of three Greater East
| in Tokyo in Novem-
r East Asian War and
s also vice chairman
ety for an East Asian

ients o

Nanjing’s Greater Asianism 213
and chairman of the China branch of the Toa Renmei Kyokai (East
ague Association; see [1:22), founded in Febroary 1941. Though
id not belong to the innermost circle of Wang’s confidants, he quickly
od as the regime’s main propagandist, in particular with regard to prop-
° ating the concept of Greater Asianism as a means of justifying Sino-Japa-
'Ih:t,e collaboration. Zhou contributed numerous articles to Da Yazhouzhuyi
e 1940 onward and authored the 168-page Da Yazhouzhuyi Gangyao
(()mlillt‘ of Greater Asianisqn 1940), w.hich set out the guiding principles of
wang's collaborationist pohtic; accm.’dmg to the templalfs provided by Sun’s
[],L-,urclicai heritage. Zhou’s writings in Japanese translation appeared mostly
in Dai Ajiashugi (Greater Asianism), published by the Greater Asia Associa-
(ion, while some were also reprinted in magazines such as Kaizo (Reconstruc-
ion) and Nihon Hyoron (Japan Review).
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gource | (translation from the Chinese original by Torsten Weber)
Wang Jingwei, “Minzuzhuyi yu Da Yazhouzhuyi” (Nationalism and Greater
Asianism). Da Yazhouzhuyi (Greater Asianismy, 1:4 (November 1940), 1-5.

On the occasion of the anniversary of President Dr. Sun’s birthday, 12
November, 29th year [of the Republic, 1940]

“For about forty years I have devoted myself to the cause of the People’s
Revolution (guomin geming), with the aim of gaining freedom and equality
for China,” said Dr. Sun Yat-sen. There can be no doubt that China’s national
consciousness derives from the great work of Dr. Sun. Ever since there have
been national groups in China there has also been a national consciousness.
This has displayed itself to some extent over a history spanning more than
4000 years. But it is really only as a result of the life-long efforts of Dr. Sun
that a concentrated form of this national consciousness—a combination of a
sophisticated contemporary national consciousness with the nationalism of
the past—could be established theoretically and was also pushed forward
practically. In his last moments he passed this task on to his surviving com-
rades and compatriots.

This year marks the centenary of the Opium War [1839-1842]. In the
hundred years from 1840 to 1940 the imperialism of economic penetration,
a:ﬂsisted by military invasion, has been the main factor in the ceaseless repres-
sion of China’s national consciousness. We must say that this repression has
caused considerable suffering to the Chinese nation. But, as China’s national
consciousness had already been formed, this kind of repression could never
be .1ethal. On the contrary, the more attempts at disintegration, the greater the
unity, and the more pressure, the greater the solidarity.
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Apart from the fact of this repression [of national consciousnegs
ploitation is also deplorable. This is the new method used by the Cq
Party. While openly claiming that the worker has no fatherland, j
China’s national consciousness when demanding national salvatioy
openly advocating class struggle, it employs China’s national conse
by loudly insisting on a national united front. This tactic of using a shee "
head to sell dog meat brings suffering to the Chinese people, which is e\E‘;
greater when added to the reality of repression. But this tactic will noy l’mvé
fatal either, because it can only be temporary and before long the People wij
wake up and then they will not be deceived again.

Al the time of Dr. Sun’s death, the true character of the Communist Part
had not yet become apparent. . . . The target of Dr. Sun’s national revolutioy
was an end to the outrage of Imperialism. He was born in 1866, 22 [sic] years
alter the Opium War. He started his efforts to achieve a national revolution iy
1885, 45 years after the Opium War, and when he died in 1925, 85 years afier
the Opium War, he said: “In Yiyou, the year of our defeat in the Sino-French
War, I made up my mind to overthrow the Qing [Ch'ing] dynasty and create
a republic.” Yiyou is the year 1885, when Sun was 23 [sic] years old, He hag
witnessed this foreign threat and decided to turn against the Qing court and
strive for the People’s Revolution.

The foreign threat was mainly economic penetration backed up by military
invasion. It was not easy for China to resist this kind of foreign threat. With-
out nationalism it could not achieve the self-awakening of the Chinese masses
and unify their strength. And without the concept of Greater Asianism, it was
impossible to bring about the self-awakening of the masses of East Asia and
to unify the strength of its peoples. For this reason, after he had delivered his
lecture on the Three People’s Principles on 24 August of the 13th year [of
the Republic, 1924], he lectured in Kobe on 28 November of the same year
on Greater Asianism.

In his will, Sun Yat-sen stated: “Through the experiences of the past 40
years | have come to understand that in order to achieve this goal, we must
raise the masses and ally with those peoples who treat us as equals and fight

jointly with them.” Many people have interpreted the phrase “those peoples
who treat us as equals” as denoting the Soviet Union, but in his will no
particular country is specified. If Japan is treating us as equals, then this i
exactly what is envisaged by Greater Asianism. Why must we—apart from
awakening the masses—also ally ourselves with those peoples who treat Us
as equals and fight alongside them? Because the power of imperialism, based
on economic penetration backed up by military invasion, has already put
down deep roots. The red race in America, the brown race in Australia, and
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Jack race i Africa have all gradually been oppressed and conquered and
the ?“ cither been subjugated or enslaved. For China to resist this kind of
hav® ‘li[ is fundamental to achieve the self-awakening of the people and unify
' ¢ of the Chinese masses.

But merely to draw attention to this situation while disregarding the wider
fext 18 not only insufficient but also impractical. Formerly, a country did
wnundcriake alliances lightly because alliances meant sharing another’s fate,
m,ﬂwl-gcncing some good fortune together and then dying together in misery.
u| avoid such an outcome, it was considered better to remain isolated. But
lﬂrlg;u-ds the general international situation, seen both economically and

ilitarily, there is a trend away from unilateral action to the formation of

blocs. Already powerful countries can no longer avoid resorting to alliances,

et alone countries that have only just started to rise or those planning their

I.cmngn-uctiun after having fallen behind. This is exactly where Greater

Asianism originates from. As | have said above, one after another, the three

continents of America, Australia, and Africa have gone under and the threat

Jjas now come 10 the yellow races of Asia. After the Opium War, the impe-

rialist invasion did not stop at China, but Japan was also threatened at the

same time. However, Japan escaped this threat of invasion and thus achieved

freedom and equality some decades before China. However, unless the ag-

gressive forces of imperialism are extinguished, there is the danger that Japan
will one day be subjected to invasion again. This is the very point that makes

the destinies of the two countries of China and Japan identical. It is a great
pity that we have neglected this fact of our identical destinies, but rather an-
tagonized each other. After a process of reflection, we are now working hard
to face our common destiny together. Fifteen years after the death of Dr. Sun,
the ideals of Greater Asianism gleam with new splendor and illuminate the
future path of two great peoples who are going forward together.

When, in the past, the destinies of China and Japan were in conflict, it
appeared that nationalism and Greater Asianism were incompatible ideals.
Now, in the age of a joint Sino-Japanese future, they are not only intertwined
but one could say they have even melded into one. If China fails to acquire
its independence and freedom it will not be qualified to share responsibility
for East Asia, and if East Asia is not liberated China’s independence and
freedom cannot be achieved or guaranteed. This is what every Chinese must
bear in mind. Since Japan expects China to shoulder its share of responsibil-
ity for East Asia, it will naturally treat us on the basis of equality. Ever since
the Konoe Declaration [of a “New Order in East Asia,” November 1938; see
IL:17], this has been Japan’s unyielding national policy and the expression of
a unified public opinion.

pOWE
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_ Source 2 (translation from the Chinese original by Torsten Weber)
Zhou Huaren, “Da Yazhouzhuyi yu Sanminzhuyi” (Greater Asianjgy, Y
the Three People’s Principles). Da Yazhouzhuyi (Greater Asianism) 1
(September 1940), 1115, o

Greater Asianism and the Three People’s Principles are essentially ideng
cal. President Sun said: “The Three People’s Principles are the Pringi
national salvation.” Mr. Wang [Jingwei] says: “If we can realize the Three
People’s Principles, we will naturally achieve the status of freedom ang equal.
ity and at the same time we will increase our strength and share wi}, Japay
the responsibility for creating a stable East Asia. Thus, speaking from the per.
spective of China, the Three People’s Principles relate to saving the nation apq
from the perspective of East Asia, the Three People’s Principles are equivalen
to Greater Asianism” (from Wang’s “The Theory and Reality of the Three
People’s Principles”) [Zhou’s remark in the original text]. To be sure, J
is the strongest country in Asia and China is the largest country in Asia, If we
cannot direct the power of both countries to become the driving forces behingd
a revival movement, Asia cannot possibly be saved. Japan has already gath-
ered up its strength. As China is currently in the process of building a modern
nation state, China’s present ambitions are twofold-to save China itself but
also at the same time to save Asia. It is for precisely this reason that we can say
that the Three People’s Principles are equivalent to Greater Asianism.

... The Japanese [politician] Kono Mitsu [1897-1981] reviewed the Three
People’s Principles and Greater Asianism as follows: “Sun Yat-sen’s philoso-
phy of the people’s livelihood as an element of nationalism will strengthen
the independence of the Chinese people and assist the revival of all Asian
peoples. And it also informs the World Principle of Great Harmony (Datong
de Shijiezhuyi), to be achieved through Greater Asianism. . . . We can con-
fidently say that, at a profound level, Sun’s ideals envisioned first creating a
strong new China and then, building on policies of neighborliness and cor-
diality, planning the revival of Asia and the liberation of the Asian countries
from oppression by the Whites through the realization of Greater Asianism.”

What he observed was correct. We must realize the Three People’s Prin-
ciples to demand equality for ourselves and, at the same time, we must imple-
ment the ideals of Greater Asianism to demand equality for other natigns-
This way of thinking corresponds with the philosophical ideals of ancient
China, in particular, with the concept of “taking responsibility for the wel-
fare of the people” and “having a constant concern for the suffering of the
people.” Through promoting and expanding these ideals, we will find the
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¢ Greater Asianism. Dr. Sun’s principle of Greater Asianism is wholly
| from these ideals.
In addition, when we analyze the practical contents of Greater Asianism,
¢ that they correspond to the Three People’s Principles. The key point of
we s alism is the demand for the indiscriminate equality of all people within
Ilanoﬁ;ulik}). It then involves raising the international status of the Chinese
, to a position of equality and, finally, pursuing equal status for Asian
Jtions with those on other continents. It demands the independence and lib-
1T‘-I:,:i(m of the Chinese nation and—taking matters one step further—aims at
:|Ile independence and libcr’atiuu-o[' the peoples of East Asia. '['hc‘ final ideal
gl"u:llionzllism isa great union of the wm'lhu.l‘(.\'.-"r.fj."v datong). These ideals form
(he consistent expression o [ Dr. Sun’s spirit and thought.

»;pil‘il o
Jerivee

one
natiof

The methods to be used in realizing the ideals of Greater Asianism and
of nationalism are identical. The President [Sun] has said that, in order to
make Greater Asianism a reality, the traditional culture of the East must be
revived. This culture embodies the Kingly Way (wang dao), or the ideals of
penevolence and virtue (renyi daode). Only if we succeed in creating a union
of the Asian peoples on this basis can Greater Asianism be realized. And the
key point for the realization of nationalism is the unity of the Chinese people
themselves and the revival of the traditional morality of the Chinese pecople,
as well as the revival of benevolence and virtue and the promotion of the
Kingly Way. . . .

In his lecture on nationalism he stated: “To take up the issue of culture
again, the culture of China predates European culture by some one thousand
years. The finest period of European culture was in the heyday of Greece
and Rome, and with Rome it reached its zenith. However, the Roman Em-
pire was contemporaneous with China’s Han dynasty [206 BC-AD 220].
From this we can see that at the time of the Han dynasty China’s ideals of
peace were already well established, as China did not advocate war against
foreigners™ (4th Lecture on Nationalism). In subsequent passages, Sun gave
examples of countries and regions such as the South Seas [Pacific Islands],
Nepal, and Siam to illustrate the similarities with the Kingly Way in Greater
Asianism,

The culture of the East (dongfang) has always been very strong. But in
otder to resist the material civilization of Western Europe, virtue and be-
Nevolence are not enough on their own. Thus the President encouraged the
Stufi}' of Western science, a point which he also stressed in his lectures on
Nationalism, In his lecture on Greater Asianism, he argued that one should
Study science on the basis of virtue and benevolence, and again in his lecture
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on nationalism he stated that Asians must make an effort o C
developments in Western science. However, when Chinag bCL‘OIne.«; ‘
again, the traditional duties of the Kingly Way “to relieve the wegal éildtl|(lrlg
the needy” must not be neglected (6th Lecture). In sum, we cap say (| ulln;lp
methods of realizing Greater Asianism and of achieving nationaligyy, are jg the
tical and can be compared as follows: .

atch With

Greater Asianism:

1. Revive Eastern culture, with an emphasis on benevolen

2. Create an alliance of the peoples of East Asia

3. Study Western science, but with benevolence and vir
promote industry as a means of self-defense

ce and virfye

tue as g lhunclatiun'
]

Nationalism:

l. Revive China’s traditional virtues, including benevolence and virtue

The unification of the different peoples within China shot

creation of a nation (guozu)

3. Make efforts to catch up with developments in European science, but with
the ideals of the Kingly Way as the foundation

2

tld resull in the

The individual elements of this three-point structure correspond (o one an-
other. The scope of the second point in the first list separates East Asia from
China but, as it involves the union of the same race, it resembles the watery
clement of blood. The substance is the same.

4

As the ideals underpinning Greater Asianism and the Three People’s Prin-
ciples are substantially identical, can we not simply promote Greater Asian-
ism and set aside the Three People’s Principles? As the principles explained
above range from the intimate to the unfamiliar and from the close to the
distant, we clearly cannot do this,

On the other hand, if we affirm the Three People’s Principles, why must
we also advocate Greater Asianism? The reasons for this are also very simp!e:

I. China is just one among the countries of Asia and its political, economic,
and social structures are closely linked with those of its neighbors. Withf’ut
forming alliances with other Asian nations, the independence and liberation
of any one country cannot easily be achieved.

5 The twentiet]
I““":;‘”'” and Amer
f.|'n'~'k‘ has already a
',\Hi;mcc deserves
‘1;n'liu.'ular the sma
fain their indupi.fm

[iconomic allia
pecause the Leagl
it failed. Followm‘.
tainly form an all;
in the form of an :
s a means of res
form a grouping b

In conclusion, |
principles, but ins
In substance, both
must first of all st
to the best of our
and thus China ar
the objective situ
and liberation of ¢

The Three Peoj
only mutually incl
own people we re
we advocate Grea
the two sides of tt
should not be inte
overlooked when




an U.“C‘)l'l o catep, u

en F,‘Ill]]a bec“meg IT Witk
relieve the Weak 1;1 hl Topy,
1 Sum, we cap g 1d Jygy

. : 1Y thy
VIng nationaligyy, are ifithe
Uep.

nevolence and Virtye

nd virtue as a foundaig,.
b

ievolence and virtye
“hina should resyl in the

iropean science, but with

Ire correspond to one an-
separates East Asia from
, 1t resembles the watery

the Three People’s Prin-
promote Greater Asian-
the principles explained
d from the close to the

’s Principles, why must
his are also very simple:
1 its political, economic,
its neighbors. Without
vendence and liberation

Nanjing's Greater Asianism 219

(he (wentieth century is the age of national alliances. The continents of
: L : " . . .
2. and America have formed various blocs and the Pan-American alli-

|<‘.iJ"0qu already achieved some notable results. (Although the Pan-American

ance h] deserves some criticism, without it many countries in America, in
f\”'fmﬁ;r the small countries of Central America, would be unable to main-
wulmul']il_ independence.)
faif E]:;Un']ic alliances are even more important than political alliances. It was

]-,uw the League of Nations paid no attention to economic problems that
h"“;]d Following the current European War, the European nations will cer-
3 Iillybli;|‘|11 an alliance. In the future, Europe will present itself to the world
. the form of an alliance, and the Americas have already formed an alliance
,m‘ q means of resistance. Therefore, the Asian peoples must also inevitably
'[!:;r:ﬂ a grouping hasedi on their 00111:11911 beliefs and practices.

In conclusion, insofar as we are Chinese we advocate the Three People’s
principles, but insofar as we are East Asians, we support Greater Asianism.
[n substance, both are identical and have the same goals. For this reason we
must first of all strive for the independence, equality and freedom of China,
to the best of our ability. At the same time, because China is a part of Asia
and thus China and Asia possess an inseparable character, and also because
the objective situation requires it, we must also work for the independence
and liberation of all of Asia.

The Three People’s Principles and the ideals of Greater Asianism are not
only mutually inclusive, but in fact are reciprocal and complementary. To our
own people we recommend the Three People’s Principles and to the Asians
we advocate Greater Asianism. Both go back to one common root; they are
the two sides of the same coin. These are the teachings of President Sun and
should not be interpreted as two separate concepts. This point should not be

overlooked when researching Greater Asianism,

fain!
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5 But Matsuoka Yosuke and the Greater East
"ching Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere, 1941

. there is no douby th
s of pan-Asian ideal
pse of Japan’s yq,
nber 1945,

Sven Saaler

Matsuoka Yosuke (1880-1946) was born in Yamaguchi Prefecture in west-
em Japan, a region that many influential politicians of modern Japan have
called home. Matsuoka went to the United States at the age of twenty. After
graduating from Oregon University’s Law School (Ano 1997), he returned
to Japan and after 1904 pursued a diplomatic career at the Foreign Ministry.
In 1921 he became a director of the state-owned South Manchurian Railway
Company (Mantetsu). In 1930 he was elected to the House of Representatives
on the Seiyiikai ticket. As a politician, he continued to advocate Japanese
expansion in Manchuria and the creation of a Japanese puppet state there.

Matsuoka gained international notoriety in 1933 when he announced, as
Japan’s representative to the League of Nations in Geneva, that his country
would resign from the League after the League condemned the establishment
of Manchukuo as an act of aggression. Between 1935 and 1939, Matsuoka
was back in Manchuria as president of the South Manchurian Railway Com-
pany, but he quit this important position when, in July 1940, he was appointed
foreign minister in the second Konoe Fumimaro cabinet. During his tenure,
he signed the Tripartite Pact with Germany and Italy (27 September 1940)
and the Neutrality Pact with the Soviet Union (13 April 1941) but was forced
OUt of the government in July 1941 after the German attack on the Soviet
Union, Afier Japan’s defeat in 1945, he was arrested as a class A war criminal
but died in prison of tuberculosis before receiving his sentence.

As a vocal advocate of Japanese expansion in Manchuria, Matsuoka had
from early on envisaged a scheme of regional integration in East Asia under
the ll-‘adcrship of the Japanese Empire (Eizawa 1995: 88-94). In January 1933
h‘_f claimed, in an interview reported in a two-page feature in the New York

Mes (8 January 1933), “a world spiritual mission™ for Japan as well as a
®adership role in East Asia. In 1941, in a speech to the Japanese Imperial

223
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Diet (reproduced here), Matsuoka called for the establishment of “g ¢ y
of co-prosperity throughout greater East Asia with Japan, l\f.lamclw.ukll'Ir tere
China as its pivotal point.” This idea of a Greater East Asia Co-p
Sphere (Daitoa kyaeiken), which he also advocated in his populay
no Taigyo (Matsuoka 1941b), would become one of the major Wartime )
gans, aiming at legitimizing Japanese leadership in East Asia, ShLllli[Igll,“L
Western interests in Asia, and mobilizing manpower and raw Materig|g |I1
support Japan’s war effort (see also the following chapters). 3
The concept was rooted in older forms of Pan-Asianism and was dj
linked to Konoe’s proclamation of a “New Order in East Asia® in 1938 (560
I1:17), Konoe’s attempts to form a pan-Asian core by installing 4 Japay.
friendly government in China under Wang Jingwei (Wang Ching-wei; see
11:23), and the reaffirmation of these policies by the Hiranuma cabinet (gee
11:21). Matsuoka had been an early advocate of the concept of Greatey Rast
Asian Co-Prosperity and used the term as early as 1938 when he was presi-
dent of the Mantetsu. The concept continued to be prevalent afier the e
of Matsuoka’s tenure as foreign minister and was, once again, reaffirmed ag
official policy by the third Konoe cabinet in July 1941 (New York Times, 20
July 1941). It became of pressing importance when the government utilized
Co-Prosperity rhetoric in order to justify Japan’s occupation of French Indo-
china. As the Japanese government declared,

10 ang
r"‘si‘k‘ril
bOUk K{j(;

French Indo-China and Japan have from olden times been closely bound in
cultural, historical and economic relations. Prior to the closing of Japan to
foreign intercourse [in the 1630s] . . ., there were two Japanese towns each in
Annam and Cambodia and very prosperous trade was carried on with Japan. . ..
In recent times Indo-China has re-established her old relations with Japan in a
new sense as a source of materials for the industries of Japan. Relations of late
steadily have become closer and more cordial, with Indo-China constituting an
important link in the sphere of common prosperity in Great East Asia which
Japan is endeavoring to establish. (quoted in the New York Times, 27 July 1941)

The idea of the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere eventually reache.d
its zenith with the creation of a Ministry for Greater East Asia (Daitdasho) in
November 1942 and the calling of an “Assembly of the Greater East Asiatic
Nations” in Tokyo in November 1943 (see 11:27). However, it was not ai
idea of Asian solidarity only. At least in Matsuoka’s case, it implied universal
validity—and the long-term political aim to extend the benevolent rule Oft.he
Tennd to the whole world. In this sense, the idea of East Asian Co-Prosperty
overlapped with the concept of “The Eight Corners of the World Under Oné
Roof,” or hakkd ichiu (Eizawa 1995: 94f).
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ainly, these concepts found some support among the Japanese and also
me of the peoples of the region. Many Japanese soldiers who fought
ast Asia testify in their diaries and recollections that they believed
(hey were fighting for a pan-Asian cause, that is, for the liberation of

Cert
qmong 59
i gouthe

al C1OQ : i i T )
lI1~I1"1n peoples (Yoshimi 1987: 189). The previously mentioned Tokyo Con-
?‘:B‘ncu of November 1943 was accompanied by a “People’s Mass Meeting
€

. . Golidarity with Greater East Asia” in Hibiya Park, which was reportedly
{ur‘ ,ded by over 120,000 people (Go 1944). However, the idea of a Greater
;_'_,lll:i Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere lost its attraction after Japan's defeat in
!\;};,i-ld war II. Ever since, it has been associated with Japanese expan:-'.;innism.
and thus even today the idea remains an important and problem.ﬂlic historical
egacy for Japan—a ‘lcgﬂcy that is consi{lu-:rcd.hy many as a major obstacle to
regional integration in contemporary East Asia.

gource (English in the original)

Address by the Foreign Minister of Japan, Yosuke Matsuoka, delivered
pefore the 76th session of the Imperial Diet, 21 January 1941, Contempo-
rary Japan, February 1941.

It gives me great pleasure to have this opportunity of explaining at the
reopening of the 76th session of the Diet the recent course of our country’s
foreign affairs.

Needless to say, the aim of Japan’s foreign policy is that of enabling all
nations of the world each to take its own proper place, in accordance with the
spirit of the Hakko Ichiu [“The Eight Corners of the World under One Roof,”
a wartime slogan used to justify Japanese territorial expansion], the very ideal
which inspired the foundation of our Empire. The object of the Three Power
Pact, concluded between Japan, Germany and Italy on September 27 [1940]
last, is none other than the realization of the same great ideal. . . .

The Three Power Pact stipulates that Germany and Italy recognize and
respect the leadership of Japan in the establishment of a new order in Greater
East Asia. 1t is our avowed purpose to bring all the peoples in greater East
Asia to revert to their innate and proper aspect, promoting conciliation and
Co-operation among them, and thereby setting the example of universal con-
cord. . . ,

Of the nations in greater East Asia, Manchukuo has special and insepa-
Table relations with this country [Japan}. As you are aware, during the ten
years which have already elapsed since her emergence as an independent
hation, her national foundations have become strong and secure while her
Iternational position has been greatly enhanced, her teeming millions ever
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enjoying an increasing measure of prosperity. In June last year, the Empe,
of Manchukuo paid a visit to Japan to offer his felicitations Persong| o
our Imperial House on the auspicious occasion of the 2,600th atmiversm-y Ij.
the foundation of our Empire. This is a source of genuine congratulatig,, I-'m-
the peoples of Japan and Manchukuo as it is a conspicuous manifestatjqy, ?If
the unique relations subsisting between the two nations, sharing, ag they d;
common aims and aspirations. By the E?inu—]apancse Basic Treaty cm]ch,([ed
with the National Government at N.an.kmg. and lhl'ough th‘e Joint ])eciarali;m
made by Japan, Manchukuo and China, the Republic of China reCognizey
Manchukuo, with the result that an exchange of ambassadors has been .
ranged between them.

Inasmuch as an early settlement of the China Affair [Sino-Japanese War
1937-1945] is desirable in the interests of the creation of this sphere of UUII]:
mon prosperity throughout greater East Asia, the present Government ever
since its formation, has urged the Chiang Kai-shek regime to reconsider and
reverse its attitude, with a view of bringing about its amalgamation with the
Nanking Government, but it remains still struggling against Japan. . . .

In the light of such an international situation, the Japanese Government, ip
pursuance of their fixed policy, recognized the National Government at Nan-
king and on November 30 of last year concluded with the latter the Sino-Jap-
anese Basic Treaty. This treaty embodies the three basic principles of good
neighbourliness, economic co-operation and joint defence against communist
activities. It stipulates that both Japan and China respect each other’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity, and undertake close economic co-operation
on the basis of equality and reciprocity, and that Japanese forces be stationed
in certain specified areas in Mengchiang [also transliterated Mengjiang, an
autonomous region in Inner Mongolia, 1936-1945, under the control of the
Mongol United Autonomous Government, informally under the control of the
Japanese army] and North China. Not only does Japan demand no territorial
cession and no indemnities, but she has willingly pledged to China a policy
of abolishing extraterritoriality and also of restoring the “concessions” to
China. This is an eloquent testimony of her sincere desire for the attainment
of a moral union of the Asiatic peoples. . . .

We have thus maintained an attitude to surmount all obstacles for the pur-
pose of establishing a sphere of co-prosperity throughout greater East Asid
with Japan, Manchukuo and China as its pivotal point.

Let me now make a brief survey of our relations with the Netherlands
East Indies, French Indo-China, and Thailand, which lie within the above-
mentioned sphere of common prosperity. )

The Netherlands East Indies and French Indo-China, if only for geographt-
cal reasons, should be in intimate and inseparable relationship with our coul”

1

Matsuoka |

Therefore, the

\is natural relatio

cighbnurlmcss se

: AS regards Fren
for Chungking

!
upon the sug

gverls :
has occurred in lllu
in the closure of tl
{he entry by agree
[n June, last ye:
an with Thailand
per 23 at Bangko
been drawn still ¢
The relations b
creased in cordial
one of many proc
In establishing
ensuring the peac
relations between
utmost efforts ar
ings and, if poss
ment of diplomat
The prevailing
subsiding, but, o1
unfortunately be
be compelled to
name and reality
attempts at savir
midable new we
antee that it wou
civilization. The
only of making ¢
prosperity throu
further extensiol




une last year, (he E
felicitations pcl_m;lmncm,
the 2,600th ap -
gen.uine congraty|
ISplCuoUs manifeg
\tions, sharing, ag

se Basic Treaty concli ([10'
ough the Joint Dccml.,l:‘.cd
iblic of China recogr;i-um
ambassadors has begy, !‘::I

5 ]
atiop for

ffair [Sino-Japanege w
tion of this sphere of co Y
present Government e\?;;
:. regime to reconsider and
its amalgamation with the
g against Japan. . ,

:. Japanese Government, ip
ional Government at Nap.-
ith the latter the Sino-Jap-
e basic principles of good
efence against communist
espect each other’s sover-
Se economic co-operation
panese forces be stationed
nsliterated Mengjiang, an
, under the control of the
Iy under the control of the
pan demand no territorial
pledged to China a policy
ing the “concessions” to
> desire for the attainment

t all obstacles for the pur-
ughout greater East Asia
nt.

ons with the Netherlands
ich lie within the above-

ina, if only for geographi'
lationship with our coun-

: ]

nﬂi(}n nr

Matsuoka Yésuke and the Greater East Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere 227

herefores the situation which has hitherto thwarted the development of
wy oral relationship must be thoroughly remedied, and relations of good
B ourliness secured for the promotion of mutual prosperity. . . .
AS ,-cgards French Indo-China, i! formed the most important route of sup-
I:UI' Chungking since the beginning of the China Affair. Consequent, how-
o upon the sudden change in the European situation last June, a change
Ve urred in the relations between Japan and French Indo-China, resulting
losure of the border between French Indo-China and China itself, and
by agreement, of Japanese armed forces into French Indo-China. . ...
last year, a Treaty of Amity and Neutrality was concluded by Ja-
and. With the exchange of ratifications, completed on Decem-
23 al Bangkok, the bonds of friendship between the two countries have

be :
heen drawn still closer. . ..

The relations between Japan and Near Eastern countries have recently in-
creased in cordiality. Our ratification of the Treaty of Amity with Iran is only
one of many proofs that illustrate this happy state of affairs. . ..

In establishing a sphere of common prosperity in greater East Asia, and
ensuring the peace of the Orient, it is not desirable that the present diplomatic
relations between Japan and the Soviet Union should be left as they are. The
utmost efforts are being made, therefore, to remove mutual misunderstand-
ings and, if possible, to bring about a fundamental and far-reaching adjust-
ment of diplomatic relations. . . .

The prevailing confusion of the international situation shows no sign of
subsiding, but, on the contrary, it tends to increase. Should the United States
unfortunately become involved in the European war, and should Japan, too,
be compelled to participate in the war, another great World War both in
name and reality would ensue, precipitating a situation which would defy all
attempts at saving it. Should the war take its furious course, unleashing for-
midable new weapons which have not hitherto been used, no one could guar-
antee that it would not develop into a war spelling the downfall of modern
civilization. The Three Power Pact has been concluded for the purpose not
only of making sustained efforts for the establishment of a sphere of common
prosperity throughout greater East Asia, but of preventing, in its course, any
further extension of the present disturbances.
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