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The Role of Universities in Promoting Sustainability as a Shared World Challenge

Liu Jing (Tohoku University) & Tristan McCowan (UCL)

The role of universities in promoting sustainable development has been widely recognized and discussed by the
international community. The global pandemic brought unprecedented challenges to universities in terms of teaching,
learning, and internationalization. Meanwhile, it pushed universities to take more comprehensive initiatives in
promoting global sustainability. This presentation includes three parts. First, it explores the ways in which universities
have been taking action to respond to sustainability issues at the global level. Then it introduces Tohoku University’s
initiatives in promoting the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through education, research, campus
management, and community outreach. Finally, it discusses challenges and barriers for promoting leading universities’
engagement in promoting sustainability in Japan. It concludes by emphasizing a whole institutional approach to

engage universities in promoting the SDGs as shared world challenges.



