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(English)
This research project, whose main objective is to analyze the issues facing Japanese society as highlighted by COVID-19 from a public policy perspective, has
conducted joint researches on various aspects of the domestic legal, administrative, and historical contexts. This year was the final year of the project, and
although a comprehensive review was conducted, some remaining issues became clear.

First, in FY2021, we made policy recommendations to the City of Sendai and Miyagi Prefecture as a project of the School of Public Policy. The recommendations
consisted of six pillars: (1) improvement of health and medical systems, (2) prompt implementation of related policies, (3) maintenance of civic communities, (4)
building understanding and trust in government, (5) business continuity during a pandemic, and (6) long-term economic revitalization.

In FY2022, the focus was on clarifying the "gaps" between the current legal system and its implementation in the fight against infectious diseases. Two points
emerged: 1) inconsistencies in the system of "involvement" between the national and local governments, and 2) problems with the "soft law" approaches.
Regarding the first point, the current legal system is based on the decentralization of authority between the national government and local governments, while at
the same time adopting a headquarters system within the organization, with authority concentrated in the headquarters and the head of the headquarters. In
reality, however, while the authority specifically provided for by the Special Measures Law in the form of general coordination and instructions is not exercised,
the general rules of the Local Autonomy Law in the form of administrative liaison are frequently used. With regard to the issue of inconsistency in the
"involvement" system, it is necessary to link this system with the peacetime system in terms of the state of coordination between the national and local
governments.

Regarding point 2, the national government relies on administrative communications to governors by the agencies with jurisdiction over laws and regulations,
while local governments formulate their own declarations, models, and programs. These soft-law approaches are based on the need for rapid and flexible rule
modification in response to uncertain and fluid risks, but they must also be evaluated from the perspective of coordination between local autonomy and the rule
of law. This is the "in-between" issue between the establishment of norms and their enforcement.

In FY2023, emphasis was placed on examining the historical context. Prof. Fushimi has been conducting researches on Shinpei Goto, an outstanding sanitation
expert in modern Japan, the results of which are contained in "Shinpei Goto: Eisei no Michi 1857-1929," edited by the Shinpei Goto Study Group (Bessatsu "Kan"
28, Fujiwara Shoten, 2023).

As described above, starting with an examination of policies and measures and a practical approach to COVID-19, a fundamental examination of domestic
legislation, and an examination of the historical context and then joint reviews, we were unable, due to time and physical constraints, to make sufficient
international comparisons of the characteristics and merits /demerits of Japanese (or Tohoku region) legal system and policies. This is a remaining task.
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