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Clarification of the gap between the current legal system and its operation

@ National-Local Relations : Inconsistencies in the "Involvement" System

The current legal system is based on the division of roles between the national and local governments,
while the headquarters system is adopted and authority is concentrated in the headquarters.

In practice, however, the powers specifically provided by law, such as coordination and instructions,
are not exercised, while the method based on the general rules, such as administrative guidance, is
frequently used. The problem of inconsistency in the "involvement" system must be linked to the
peacetime as system of coordination between the national and local governments.

@ Soft law: The "in-between" of norm establishment and enforcement

The national government relies on administrative guidance, while local governments develop their own
models, programs, etc. Such a soft-law approach is based on the need for rapid and flexible rule
modification for risks, but it also makes sense in terms of reconciliation between local autonomy and
the rule of law. For example, a third-party certification system for restaurants is evaluated as the joint
creation of rules by private parties and their voluntary enforcement, and is seen as a decentralization
of authority and a feedback from enforcement to norm establishment.
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Interdisciplinary Crosstalk Meetings

We have provided logistical assistance for the series of interdisciplinary crosstalk meetings
organized by the Department of Virology, Tohoku University Graduate School of Medicine.
Topics of the meetings include the following.

(MHCOVID-19 pandemic occurring in a historical transition period and the need
for new interdisciplinary knowledge

@Challenges for global health governance manifested with COVID-19 pandemic

@COVID death: data or narratives?

For sustainable and resilient society, we have deepened our analysis of the

current legal system and its operation, and at the same time, we have promoted
interdisciplinary research beyond the framework of existing academic systems.
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